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BOOK 1: ALTRINCHAM & AREA OUTLINE HISTORY
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Bowdon Parish in 1800

Bowdon Parish boundary in 1800 which included Altrincham, Bowdon, Hale, Dunham
Massey, Timperley, Baguley, Hale Barns, Ashley, Partington, Carrington, and part of
Bollington and Ashton-on-Mersey. Before Ashton and Rostherne churches were built, the
parish of Bowdon covered all of what became Ashton and probably part of Rostherne
parish; some farms in Ashton and Bollington were excluded by request of the farmers and
belong to Ashton and Rostherne parishes respectively. Townships mentioned in the
Domesday Book are shaded - Altrincham, Timperley, Sale and Carrington are not
mentioned. The straight line of the Roman road from Chester to Manchester runs from the
southwest to the northeast and shows the 13th century diversion to Altrincham. The 1766
Bridgewater Canal runs parallel to the northeastern section from Stretford to Broadheath,
and then north of Dunham Hall to Lymm and Runcorn (Alfred Tarbolton's drawing of 1911
was taken from his book ‘Ringway Chapel before the Disruption 1515-1721’).



The Geology of the Altrincham Area

Introduction

The ground we live on influences how we earn
our living and therefore our prosperity, health
and culture.

To understand the local landscape, it is useful
to to have an overall view of the geology of
Britain.

The earth beneath our feet is covered by
mountains, fields, gardens and buildings but
underneath is another world.

500 million years ago the British Isles were
part of a single land mass called Gondwana.
Southern Scotland, England and Wales were
attached to Africa, while north-west Scotland
beyond the Great Glen was joined to North
America. Over time, the British Isles and
Europe broke away and migrated north, part
becoming the shape on the map we know
today.

The earth's crust of igneous rock (solidified
molten rock) sitting on top of a molten core,
averages about 20 miles thick and is split into
a dozen or so major plates which continue to
move, raising mountains and causing
volcanoes. It is full of faults where rocks have
fractured and slipped, sometimes thousands
of feet. One we can see on local TV weather
maps is the Bala Fault, at least two miles deep
in parts and running from Cardigan Bay to the
Dee estuary, forming a valley that crosses
North Wales. Earthquakes are common there.

\*

Scotland
linked to
N Americ

Britain in
the tropics

Over time, the igneous rocks in much of Britain were overlain by sedimentary deposits. These
include sand and mud which was converted to slate by heat and pressure, together with other
sediments such as sand deposited by rivers, limestone and chalk from sea creatures, and coal

formed from tropical trees.



An outline of Britain's geology

The old(_ast rocks in Britain Granite
are mainly on the west
coast, and are of igneous
.. 1A
origin. The youngest rocks
are on the east coast as
Britain's land mass rises in
the west and sinks in the

east. A

The topography also
changed as  mountain
ranges such as the
Pennines raised low-level
deposits, and ice ages

Igneous & Sandstone

Limestones & Sand'stone

Shales & Limestones

Chalk

reduced the height of Limestones Coal Sandetone
mountains  and moved )
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A simplified cross-section of rocks from Anglesey to The Wash.

Anglesey on the west coast is partially igneous but its main rocks are slate and limestone. The
Menai Straits separating the island from the mainland lie on a major fault line.

The landscape changes as people develop the resources for their own purposes. Slate deposits in
Wales are from compressed mudstones about 450 million years old and contain fossils. Slates
have been much used for roofing and water tanks.



Coal deposits occur in north-east Wales and where the strata have been lifted up on both sides of
the Pennines in Lancashire, Yorkshire and Derbyshire, and in Northumberland. These deposits
are the 'fossil fuel' of our mining industries and drove the Industrial Revolution.

Limestone deposits in North Wales and the Pennines have been exploited for fertilising the land,
building, whitewashing and for the chemical industry.

Cheshire sedimentary deposits of sand and gravel became sandstone. In the past, sandstone was
used for buildings, sometimes just for foundations, with blocks of it used in Victorian times for our
local garden walls.

Salt deposits (not shown) from a dried-up sea on top of the sandstone occur in Cheshire. Brine
was pumped and reduced to produce salt and mined in the 'wich' towns for the preservation of food
and later for road gritting. Northwich has been producing salt by boiling brine since before Roman
times (see Camden). Salt deposits near the Bollin, with springs in Dunham Woodhouses, Agden
and Warburton, produced good incomes in the 18" century.

Sandstone occurs again as gritstone in Derbyshire in the Pennines with limestone to its south. A
band of chalk from the Dorset coast meets The Wash and contains large flint nodules, used for
Stone Age tools and weapons, and later for building. There are alluvial (sand and clay) deposits
and peat in the low-lying terrain down the east coast, making valuable agricultural land.

Solid and superficial deposits

The local area has no superficial igneous rocks. The soils are sands, gravel, clay, moss and
alluvium, together with outcrops of sandstone.

The need for vast quantities of coal for the cotton mills in Manchester triggered an early
development of canal transport. The Duke of Bridgewater's Canal, the first commercial canal in
Britain, was constructed in 1761 to move coal from Worsley to the Manchester mills. It was
extended to Altrincham and Runcorn in 1765, increasing the movement of goods between
Altrincham and Manchester. The natural contours of the land were adopted and there were no
locks until it reached the Mersey at Runcorn.

The canal carried stone, slates, marl, lime, wool, cotton, cloth, coal, corn, cheese, fruit and
vegetables to Manchester, and night soil (free of tax) was brought from Manchester and unloaded
at Timperley and Dunham to fertilise market gardens. Cheshire farmers and landowners were
allowed to transport cheese, grain and stone free of tolls. The canal was also used to import
goods from the Mersey estuary to Manchester. Cotton was unloaded here for Gregg’s Mill at Styal.

The Victorians also carved up the landscape for transport purposes. The Manchester Ship Canal
was developed in 1887 to take ocean-going ships directly into Manchester via the extensive docks
in Salford, bypassing the Port of Liverpool. The ox-bow lakes, left behind from straightening out
meanders of the River Mersey by steam shovels and navvies, were often used for dumping waste
from Manchester with some now restored as farm land.

The development of road transport was a major player in landscape change. The A556/A56
largely follows the Roman road from Chester to Manchester and York, with a diversion to
Altrincham probably in the 13™ century. The road from Altrincham to Manchester was turnpiked in
1765 in competition with the Bridgewater Canal. The Altrincham to Stockport route followed in the
early 19" century. Inevitably all this increased commercial traffic.
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The railway from Manchester to Altrincham, opened in 1849, and was a key factor in local housing
development. The line was extended to Knutsford and Chester in the 1860s. Two other lines were

constructed in the 1850s from Stockport via Broadheath/Timperley to Warrington, with the
Altrincham Stockport link remaining today.

House building followed as the area became a
commuter town for the city and farmland was built over.

In 1847 the Altrincham Gas Works moved from Old Market Place to Hale Moss and in the 1890s
laid a tramway from Altrincham Station to bring in coal and export products, removed in the 1960s.

The area around Altrincham from Knutsford over the River Bollin to the River Mersey has some
interesting geological features and the river valleys contain alluvium brought down from the
Pennines giving rich soils for farming.

#/Brooklands
” 'g:,:.f luvio-glacial
: sand-& gravel

-£9]194

=
. =

i
Wilmslow

clay

jJnej Ao49qqol

The superficial geological deposits around the Altrincham area with some of the faults in the
underlying solid geology. Alluvium deposits line the rivers.
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The large deposits of fluvio-glacial sand and gravel have a similar origin to glacial sand and gravel
but have been moved by retreating glaciers and local rivers. Shirdley Hill Sand in Broadheath is
unusual in that it originated from the bed of the Irish Sea and was blown into the Shirdley Hill area
of Southport and later to Carrington and Broadheath.

Mosses

Deep pools caused by glacial melt waters on clay flood plains became filled over the centuries by
mosses which failed to decompose because of acid conditions. The many mosses in the area
have influenced farming activities and were a major resource for villagers.

Carrington Moss, the largest, is now enclosed and used for farming, industry and recreation. Hale
Moss, like all of the others, has shrunk. It originally stretched from Delahays Road to George
Street, Altrincham and is now partially built over with houses and offices. Stamford Park and
Altrincham Football Club ground remain as open land on the moss.

Other lost mosses retain the name: Bowdon Moss, Seamons Moss in Oldfield Brow, Sinderland
Moss, Warburton Moss, Timperley Moss and Shadow Moss in Hale Barns. In their time these
areas were a rich resource for villagers and the agricultural community, and the mosses to the
north-west of Dunham provide a rich, dark soil for farming.

Hale Moss provided gorse kindling for lighting bread ovens, and timber and peat for fires and roofs.
Animals and geese were taken there to graze and a small amount of coal may have been dug.
Altrincham's water supply in the 1850s initially came from Hale Moss until it proved to be
unsuitable. Channels were dug to Timperley Brook to drain the moss and enable access but
unfortunately were used by the slaughterhouse and butchers to dump unwanted carcases and
became a dangerous health hazard.

Wild flowers including orchids grew on the moss and on the fringe were carr formations of swampy
ground where moisture-loving trees such as alders and birches grew.

In 1619 the lord of Dunham, George Booth, bought up land including the Twiggery and Cresswell
Springs and in 1621 dug a channel from near the Altrincham Football Ground on Hale Moss three
miles to Dunham Hall to provide extra water to drive his corn mill (still there, now a saw mill).
Other local springs were diverted into it. In the late 18™ century the same water flow was used to
drive several cotton-spinning mills on Grosvenor Road.

In the 1860s the moss was abandoned to gypsies before the local council worked with Lord
Stamford to enclose the area. The earl donated eighteen acres of land for Stamford Park which
was designed and laid out by local John Shaw and his son and opened in 1880. The rest of the
moss was fenced in the 1890s and housing erected on the fringes in the 1920s.

Market gardens, often on mosses in Dunham, Altrincham, Hale, Timperley and Sale, expanded
with the advent of the Bridgewater Canal to feed the growing population of Manchester in the
second half of the 18™ century. The produce included onions, carrots (Altrincham Carrot), celery,
lettuce, rhubarb (Timperley Early) and later on potatoes (Bowdon Downs) and strawberries. The
Altrincham Carrot grew up to a metre long in sandy soil. In 1851 there were sixteen square miles
of market gardens around Altrincham and Sale and eight tons of onion seed and potatoes were
being sown per year. In 1910 there were 157 market garden businesses in the area.
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The underlying deposits

The boulder clay areas of Hale and Bowdon were used in many clay pits, some small with
temporary brick kilns used to rebuild a farm or build a new street. Two large clay pits on Hale
Moss lasted for almost two centuries: Abraham Dean's pits in the area of King George's pool, and
Gibbon's pit off Delahays Road with a large brickworks still in use in the 1920s, both areas now
reclaimed for recreation.

There are several faults in the underlying rocks with some major ones named. The Warburton-
Hale Barns Fault lies just south of Hale Road, Hale and the Dunham-Ashley Fault lies south of
Langham Road, Bowdon. There are no solid rocks visible in Altrincham or Bowdon but sandstone
emerges at Lymm and Timperley where it has been substantially quarried.

Superficial deposits

Bowdon Hill rises to just over 200 feet above sea level with St. Mary's Church near its summit, an
outstanding local feature when approaching from the south. The hill consists of glacial sand and
gravel to a considerable depth, perhaps 100 feet in places. The sand was left as a bank when the
last ice sheet retreated about 12,000 years ago leaving ridges of deposits. The hill is part of a
ridge of sand and gravel running from Warburton to Hale Barns. Lying beneath is a thick layer of
boulder clay brought down from the Lake District in the last Ice Age.
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The superficial deposits in Altrincham and Bowdon, with springs emerging from Bowdon Hill where
sand meets the boulder clay. The 1621 fleam (canal) from Hale Moss to Dunham Hall is also
shown. Contour lines are at 50 foot intervals.
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The area's medieval open fields (ridge and furrow with no hedges) were used to support the
military purposes of the Dunham Massey barons and the upkeep of the church. Later their prime
positions were developed as villas for Manchester industrialists.

Springs

Water plays a necessary part in our lives. Without it nothing grows and life is harsh. In our
temperate climate, too much can also be a nuisance as illustrated by locally-named 'Slutchy Lane'
at the bottom of Victoria Road in the second half of the 19" century where a spring met clay on an
unpaved road. A huge amount of effort goes into draining swampy land and culverting streams to
make ground usable for agricultural, industrial and housing purposes.

Springs emerge from under the deep glacial sand of Bowdon Hill as rainwater meets the
underlying impervious clay. In the north-east, springs ran from Old Market Place to power a corn
mill and supply water for brewing at half a dozen pubs before flowing into Timperley Brook.

Several springs cross the line of George Street, Altrincham and were used by farms and a further
half a dozen pubs, and to power an 18" century cotton-spinning mill in Norman's Place. Some of
the mill building remains.

In the south-east, many springs emerge from Spring Bank on Ashley Road. Three flowed down to
what is now Hale Station in the mid 20™ century and supplied a brewery and several farms where
Hale Village now stands. One spring on Langham Road was used to power a worsted mill in the
late 18" century and another supplied the water for the Bowdon Hydropathic Hotel, now the
Bowdon Hotel.

Further along Langham Road to the south of Bowdon Hill, several farms and cottages were built
between Grange Road and Bow Green Road to take advantage of the springs, which also supplied
drinking water for large houses on the hill.

Flora & Fauna

Birds include the barn owl, blackbird, blue tit, bullfinch, buzzard, carrion crow, chaffinch, coal tit,
coot, cuckoo, dunnock, goldfinch, great tit, heron, house martin, jackdaw, jay, kestrel, kingfisher,
little, greater-spotted and green woodpeckers, lapwing, long-tailed tit, magpie, mallard, mistle and
song thrush, partridge, pheasant, pied wagtail, red kite, robin, sand martin, sparrowhawk, swallow,
swift, tawny owl, wood pigeon, wren.

Animals and reptiles include escaped mink, fallow deer, field mouse, fox, frog, hare, hedgehog,
mole, pipistrelle bat, rabbit, red squirrel before the war, rat, stoat, weasel, toad.

Aquatic life and insects include bullhead (miller's thumb), butterflies (orange tip, peacock, red
admiral, small tortoiseshell, small white), caddis fly larva, common, great-crested and smooth
newts, dragon flies, eels, great diving beetle, humming bird hawk moth (rare), pointed snail,
ramshorn snail, stickleback.

Plants include the bluebell, common spotted orchid, giant hogweed.

14



Conclusions

Fertile land, some easily worked and later heavier clay soils and mosses, gave the Altrincham area
its role as an agricultural resource. Later the Industrial Revolution led to the development of
transport links to move produce to supply the needs of the growing population of Manchester.
Today, these links allow Altrincham people to commute, making the area a successful town on the
edge of the countryside.
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North Cheshire Place Names

The origin of place names from Knutsford to the Mersey.

Local place names are mainly Anglo-Saxon derived from Middle English, itself derived from Old
English. Afew Celtic, Danish and Norse names survive in the area.

Celtic names

When the Romans arrived in Britain in AD43, the Iron Age Brigantes tribe had control over much of
the North including Lancashire and Cheshire in the southern Celtic Kingdom of Rheged. This
probably included the Altrincham area, with the Cornovii tribe in control further south in Cheshire
and Shropshire.

There is some evidence of Iron Age occupation in Altrincham. Air photography has revealed
several circular Iron Age farmsteads in the River Bollin Valley. There is an Iron Age site in Tatton
Park and there were some finds at Warburton in 2002. ‘Lindow Man’ was found preserved in peat
in Lindow Common in 1984 and dates between 2BC to 119AD. He had manicured fingernails and
his stomach contained traces of mistletoe, a plant sacred to the Celts. Five hundred similar bodies
have been found in Denmark.

Celtic place names in the surrounding area include Eccles (Welsh eglwys, church), possibly the
River Bollin (Welsh Lyn, a lake) and Hollow Bonk, the old name for the Kingsway, Altrincham area.
Bonc or bong is from Welsh ponc or bonc, a small hill or bank and occurs as The Bongs or Boncs
at Lymm, Halton, Warrington, Tabley, Stockport and Goostree. Other Celtic names include
Cheadle, Culcheth (Welsh coed, a wood), Mellor, Crewe, Tarvin, Peover, and Bryn near Wigan.
Mam Tor in the Peak District is Celtic (‘Peak’ is named after the Anglo-Saxon tribe Pecsaetan), and
Goyt (River) from the Welsh gwyth, a water course. The River Dee in Cumbria is also Celtic.
Nantwich (nant is Celtic for a stream), Penketh and Pendlebury (pen is top) may be partly Celtic
names.

According to Camden, when the Romans arrived Northwich was called Hellath Du (Halen Ddu in
modern Welsh), meaning 'the black brine pit' which had ladders down to the brine bucketed up and
boiled to produce the valuable salt for preservation and leather curing.

The Celtic language is still used in northern England for counting sheep, especially in the Lake
District and auctions but formerly all over England. Yan, Tyan, Tethera is one, two, three in
Borrowdale (up to 20 after which scratches are put on stones or stones moved from one pocket to
another) and has similarities to modern Welsh. Each valley in the Lake District, Lancashire,
Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, Derbyshire, Durham, the Southwest, and lowland Scotland had its own
variation with about 20 in total. There are similarities with Welsh and Breton. The conclusion is
that every valley had it's own Celtic dialect, maybe 50 dialects in all in Britain including four in
Wales and eight in lowland Scotland.

Interestingly my neighbour in the 1940s played whist every week and used 'Ace, Deuce, Trey' for
'one, two three'.
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A sample of Celtic counting:

No. |Borrowdale |Welsh Breton

1 |Yan Un Unan

2 |Tyan Dau Daou

3 |Tethera Tri Tri

4 |Methera Pedwar Pevar
5 |Pimp Pump Pemp
6 |Sethera Chwech Chwech
7 |Lethera Saith Seizh
8 |Hovera Wyth Eizh

9 |Dovera Naw Nav
10 |Dick Deg Dek

The Romans

Altrincham lies just east of the major Roman road from Chester to Manchester and on to York.
There is evidence of secondary Roman roads in Bowdon, Hale and Ringway, and no doubt crops
were grown locally to feed the troops. A few Roman coins have been found. However there are no
local names recording their presence.

Anglo-Saxon names

There is evidence of Anglo/Saxon settlement in south-eastern England even before Roman times.
The Celts were probably still in the area when Anglo-Saxons invaded, particularly from Friesland in
northern Holland where their language was closely related to Old English.

Saxons initially settled in what is now East Anglia in about 460AD and spread very rapidly. The
local population gradually absorbed their dress, culture and language to form the basis of English,
and the Celtic language was gradually lost in Cheshire. Most of the remaining names such as
Altrincham, Bowdon, Hale and Ringway are Saxon going back to the 6th/8th centuries, Bowdon
perhaps 6th/7th century.

Old Market Place, Altrincham was probably settled at this time. Fragments of Saxon and Norman
crosses exist in Bowdon Church and it is from this time that the first church may have been built on
the site. A Saxon coin was found in the churchyard. The Saxon kingdom of Mercia reached the
Mersey, north of which was the Saxon kingdom of Northumbria.

Danish names
From the mid-9th century Danes had moved in from the east and south-east and occupied eastern

Cheshire. People on the Pennines show strong Danish characteristics and their accent, especially
north of the Humber, is influenced by Old Norse. Locally Toft, Knutsford and Knutsford are Danish
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place names, and possibly Etrop Green in Hale. Further afield, Kettleshulme in Derbyshire is a
good Viking name. In 886 King Alfred made an agreement with the Danes that the land north of a
line from London to Chester along Watling Street and with its centre at York should become part of
the Danelaw.

The Danes introduced low alcohol ale (Danish of) to replace drinking water, which was a way of
helping to sterilise water making it less likely to cause sickness, and was drunk by all including
women and children. As a result, Europeans have a better tolerance of alcohol than Oriental
people brought up on tea.

Norse names

Norse people (Norwegians) came to the Wirral from Dublin and the Isle of Man from the late 9th
century. In 902AD Vikings were expelled from Dublin by the Irish and attacked along the Mersey
Valley. Eventually the Norse settled on the Wirral and formed separate villages from the Danes.

One Norse name on the Wirral is Thingwall from Norse Thingvallr, ‘parliament field’. The Norse
settled roughly up to Chester and the Mersey valley and some of its tributary waters (eg
Rostherne, Birkin (Brook) and Urms(ton) are Norse). The Bollin Valley may have become a dividing
line between the Danish northern kingdom and the southern Saxon kingdom at this time. By 1016
the Danish King Canute was ruling all of England.

The Normans

Cheshire was the last English county to fall to the Normans who came over the Pennines from York
to Chester in the winter of 1069-70, probably using the Roman road and passing through Dunham
and Bowdon. The Norman Masci family were in the Dunham area from about 1070, following the
distribution of lands by William |, previously the land of the Saxon lord Alfweard. Other than the
name Dunham Massey, there are no other French place names in the area.
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The distribution of place names in North Cheshire of Celtic, Anglo-Saxon & Viking origin.
Place names and their meaning

AS Anglo-Saxon
C Celtic

D Danish

N Norse

Alretune (AS)
Alretune or Alretunstall, 'a farm or village with alder trees'. Possibly it should be Alretone but
another of that name exists in the Broxton Hundred so maybe historians decided on Altretune to
distinguish the two. The manor is listed in the Domesday Book as in the Bucklow Hundred and
belonging to Hamo de Masci, originally to the Saxon lord Alfward, but its location is not known.
Prof Geoffrey Barker in his Bowdon History Society booklet A History of Bowdon suggested that
the name may be the origin of the name 'Altrincham'. Morris suggests that the lost Domesday
manor of Alretune was Alretunstall near to Davenport Green while Tarbolton thought it was near
Hasty Lane. Broadhurst thinks that Alretunstall was probably part of the Saxon Sug’s manor while
evidence from Place Names of Cheshire suggests it was part of Timperley where Ridgeway Road
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used to be called Sugar Lane. Hamon de Massey lll granted Alretunstall to his daughter, Cicely,
sometime before 1215. 'Artenstall' was a Hale Barns family name from the 14th to the 19th
century. Their graves are in Bowdon churchyard. There are still Artenstall families in Lymm,
Stockport and Manchester.

Altrincham (AS)

The town is not listed in the Domesday Book but may have been a small Saxon village around Old
Market Place. The meaning is 'the homestead of Aldhere’s people' from inga a group of people
and ham a homestead, village or estate. It has been spelled about 15 different ways since
1290AD. The ‘ingaham’ structure is fairly rare and indicates seventh century or earlier Saxon
origin. Alringham in Suffolk is also Anglo-Saxon, recorded in the Domesday Book as Alrincham,
again meaning 'the homestead of Aldere's people'. In Victorian times and into the 1930s, local
called it "Thrutcham'.

Ashley (AS)
The name means 'ash grove'. In 1066 the village was owned by the Saxon Alfward (or Alfweard,
Alweard, Elweard, Eluard or Elward), the lord of Dunham. Weard in Old English means
‘successor’.

Baguley (AS)
Baguley literally means 'badger wood'. Like many places, there have been several spellings
including Baggiley.

Birkin Brook (N)
The name means Birch Trees river. The brook is not shown on the map but runs out of Rostherne
Mere into the River Bollin. Dodgson thinks it is from the personal name 'de Berkyn'.

Bollin (AS)
Possibly from Old English bol (eel) and hlynn (water) or Celtic llyn (water); or a mutation of Celtic
felin or melin, a mill, ie a mill river.

Bowdon (AS)

There have been about fifteen different spellings of the name since the Domesday Book spelling of
Bogedone. Ormerod says that the name Bowdon consists of two Saxon words bow 'a dwelling or
an abode', and don or dun 'a plain on a hill', ie a down. Alternatively it may mean 'a hill by a bog'.
Dodgson states that the name Bogadun means 'a curved hill' from Old English boga, ‘a bend’ or
‘bow-shaped' and the form of the name may imply the re-use by Saxons of a Celtic site.
Alternatively it could mean 'Beoga's hill or fort', Beoga being the name of a person

Bucklow (AS)

The Altrincham area was in the Saxon hundred of Bochelau (Bucklow), held by Hamo de Masci
who also held Bowdon, Hale etc, previously the manors of Alfward, the Saxon lord at Dunham.
The Bucklow Hundred was one of twelve administrative divisions of the Palatine of Chester which
had its own form of self-government until 1894. The hundreds were reduced from twelve to seven
administration areas plus Chester by the Normans in the 12th century. The name Bucklow survived
as a Rural District Council until 1974.

Davyhulme (D)

Superficially, 'hulme’ in the town name is from Old Danish hulm, 1and almost surrounded by water’,
should indicate a Danish or Norse township of Viking origin. However, Davyhulme Hall was built in
the 12th century by the de Hulme family probably of French origin, so possibly not of Danish origin.
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Dunham (AS)

There are several towns with this name in England. The manor in North Cheshire was held by the
Saxon lord Alfward in 1066 until taken over by the de Masci family, becoming Dunham Massey.
The name could mean 'the village near the hill or fortified site’. The name has been spelled many
ways.

Hale (AS)

The name 'Hale' occurs all over England, the dative singular of the Saxon word for a nook or
shelter - halh or healh - meaning ‘at the nook or hiding place’; or from leah, a clearing in a wood. It
is also Celtic meaning a marshy area growing willows, modern Welsh helyg, ‘willows’; also ‘flat
land by a river’. It is unusual in retaining its Domesday Book spelling. Hale Village is now just
south of Altrincham but was originally south of Chapel Lane, the area now called Hale Barns.

Hale Moss (AS)

An important feature of Hale was Hale Moss which originally extended from George Street,
Altrincham eastwards to Green Lane, Timperley. Deep pools formed over clay deposits filled in
over the centuries by mosses which had failed to decompose because of the acid conditions. For
many generations Hale Moss was a source of turf, firewood and kindling, and was used as
common grazing land by the Altrincham burgesses. The Twiggery and Cresswell Springs below
Hale Road were the source of water flowing from the moss into Timperley Brook. In 1621 a
channel was cut from here to take water to power Sir George Booth's 17" century mill at Dunham
Hall and in the 18™ century powered cotton spinning mills on Grosvenor Road. Two substantial
brickworks grew up on Hale Moss because clay was available. Abraham Dean’s claypit, round the
King George’s Pool area, was just outside Hale and later owned by James Hamilton, an Altrincham
builder. The largest was Gibbon’s brickworks, north of Grove Lane, now football pitches.

Knutsford (D)
Recorded in the Domesday Book as Cunetesford, perhaps 'Canute's ford'.

Mersey (AS)

The meaning is 'boundary river', probably a barrier between the lron Age Brigantes tribe to the
north and the Cornovii tribe to the south. It later formed the boundary between Lancashire and
Cheshire.

Oldfield [Brow] (AS)
Probably the original open field in the Altrincham area, using very favourable south-west facing
soils for which there is evidence of Bronze Age clearance and cultivation.

Rostherne (N)

The township has had more that twenty different spellings. The name is from from Old Norse
meaning 'Roth's thorn tree'. The church site dates from the 12th century and the present church is
unusual in having dormer windows on the south side.

Sale (AS)
Literally the meaning is 'a place by willows', a likely site as it is on the banks of the River Mersey.

Sinderland (AS)
The meaning is 'land asunder', that is a separate piece of land from the main holding, or land
shared. Also see Sunderland.

Stretford (AS)
The name means 'street ford', a reference to the Roman road crossing the River Mersey.
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Styal (AS)
This is a corruption of 'East Hale'.

Sugar Lane (AS)

The old name for Ridgeway Road, Timperley. Sucar was a Saxon landholder recorded in the
Domesday Book with a manor at Baggiley. Sugar Brook is in Ashley and perhaps there is a
connection.

Sunderland (AS)
The meaning is 'land asunder', that is a separate piece of land from the main holding, or land
shared. Also see Sinderland.

Tatton (AS)
Tata's tun meaning Tata’s Farm, Tata being the name of a person.

Timperley (AS)

Ronald Broadhurst, an authority on Timperley, says that there have been numerous spellings of the
township and spends several pages on its origin. He concludes that it means 'a sandstone outcrop
at an open place in a wood'.

Toft (D)

This is of Danish and Norwegian origin and a local surname in Cheshire. There are nine 'toft' place
names in eastern England and Cheshire. It means a homestead, farm, building site or curtilage,
often on a hill.

Urmston (N)
This is partly a Norse name with an Anglo-Saxon ending meaning 'Orme's tun' or 'Orme's dwelling'.

Warburton (AS)
This may be named after a Saxon princess Saint Werburgh or may mean "War's fortified town',
burgh meaning a fort.

Wilmslow (AS)
Wilmslow derives its name from the Anglo-Saxon Wighelmes hlaw, meaning 'the burial mound of
Wighelm.

Conclusions

The area has been infilirated many times, some of the invaders mainly leaving traces of their past
presence in the form of place names, sometimes in the language and accents. In north Cheshire,
there a few Danish and Norse names in the south and west but most place names are of Anglo-
Saxon origin.
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The History of the Altrincham Area

Introduction

Evidence of early human activity in the area is inevitably limited by later developments as the
Industrial Revolution brought population, buildings and social development. However, scattered
over the whole area are archaeological remains from earliest times, while the position of roads
along or around physical features such as sand ridges and mosses and hunting grounds, and
tracks one from settlement to another, show how the landscape gradually changed. The origin of
place names also gives clues to their history, so looking at maps tells us a great deal when
interpreted by our understanding of the needs of our ancestors for food and water, wood for fire
and shelter, clay for bricks and structures to enable the defence of strategic space.

In this article | show how the understanding of the history of the area is underpinned by its features
and discoveries and summarise Altrincham history from the Stone Age to the Normans:

35000BC
2000BC
500BC
50AD
410AD
800AD
1066AD
1215AD

Bronze
Age

Romans
Vikings

Timescales from the Stone Age to the Normans

The Stone Age (35000-2000BC)

Areas relatively undisturbed by recent human activity are most likely to have clues of early man.
The large parks of great houses such as Tatton and Dunham have provided this evidence. An
early Stone Age flint factory dated about 8,000 BC was discovered in Tatton Park by Prof. Nick
Higham. Stone Age hearths and post-holes have also been dated at Tatton as well as Bronze Age
and Iron Age structures. Other significant finds have included a flint arrowhead and a blade near
Dunham Hall. Flint tools have also been found in the Bollin Valley and Bronze Age and Roman
finds were unearthed when Manchester Airport’'s Runway One was extended in the 1960s.

In the immediate Altrincham area, late Stone Age flint scrapers were found in a well in Victoria
Street, Altrincham, at Timperley Old Hall off the Stockport Road, and at Oversley Ford Farm, Hale;
and a flint arrowhead near Denmark Street, Altrincham. A Stone Age axe head of greenstone
(jadeite) mined from a sacred site high up on Pike O’Stickle in Great Langdale in the Lake District,
was found in 2001 near Altrincham. The other source of axes was Penmaenmawr, North Wales.
Tarbolton suggested that Stone Age people may have constructed lake dwellings in Hale Moss for
protection but his idea lacks evidence.

The Bronze Age (2000BC-500BC)

Bronze Age activity in the Dunham area is indicated by a few burial mounds (round barrows) near
Dunham Hall and Home Farm, in Dunham New Park and at Little Bollington. Late Neolithic and
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early Bronze Age settlements were identified at the Little Bollington site. A bronze dagger found
there in 2002 was radiocarbon dated to about 1485BC, and a Bronze Age stone hammer was
discovered in 1957. In busy Broadheath, pollen analysis under the Roman Road indicated that
timber was being cleared from Dunham during the Bronze Age. Further afield, the copper mines at
Alderley Edge were dated to early Bronze Age, 2000BC by Manchester University, and were used
by the Romans (see later).

The built-up suburban area of Hale Low just off Hale Road is believed to have been the site of a
Bronze Age burial mound and perhaps the names Barrow Farm and Barrow Lane indicate a
nearby barrow. A pollen analysis at Hale Moss showed Bronze Age habitation and points to
cereals being grown there in the late Bronze Age.

The Iron Age (500-50AD)

Evidence of local Iron Age settlement has been found in the River Bollin valley and in a few Celtic
place names. When the Romans arrived in Britain in AD43, the Iron Age Brigantes tribe controlled
much of the North including Lancashire and Cheshire in what was known as the southern Celtic
Kingdom of Rheged. This probably included the Altrincham area, with the Cornovii tribe based
further south in Cheshire and Shropshire. However, although there is little evidence of Iron Age
occupation in Altrincham, photography has revealed evidence of several (circular) lron Age
farmsteads in the Bollin valley. There is an Iron Age site in Tatton Park and there were some finds
at Warburton in 2002. ‘Lindow Man’ dated to 2BC to 119AD was found preserved in peat at
Lindow Common in 1984. He had manicured fingernails and his stomach contained traces of
mistletoe, a plant sacred to the Celts. When the Romans arrived in Britain in AD43, the Iron Age
Celts (British, Cornish, Welsh and Picts) occupied all of Britain. When the Romans left Britain in
AD410 after the fall of Rome to the Visigoths, the Celts were still in the Altrincham area and were
here up to the Saxon invasions in the 5th century.

Celtic place names in the surrounding area also hint at settlement. They include Eccles (Welsh
eglwys, church), possibly the River Bollin (Welsh Lyn, a lake) and Hollow Bonk, the old name for
the Kingsway, Altrincham area. Bonc or bong is from Welsh ponc or bonc, a small hill or bank and
occurs as ‘The Bongs’ at Lymm, Warrington, Tabley, Stockport and Goostree. Cheadle, Culcheth
(Welsh coed, a wood), Mellor, Crewe, Tarvin, Peover, and Bryn near Wigan are also Celtic names.
Mam Tor in the Peak District is Celtic, as is Goyt (River) from the Welsh gwyth, a channel.
Nantwich, Penketh and Pendlebury may be partly Celtic names. The Celtic language is still used
in northern England for counting sheep, especially in the Lake District but formerly all over
England. 'Yan, Tan, Tethera' (up to 20) is 'one, two, three' in Derbyshire and has some similarities
to modern Welsh.

The Romans (43AD-410AD)

Altrincham lies just east of the major Roman road from Chester to Manchester which has been
excavated in Broadheath and Mark Olly has detected a possible villa at Ashley from aerial photos.
The road was first excavated in Oldfield Brow in 1964 by North Cestrian Grammar School on their
playing fields and then in 1995/96 by the University of Manchester Archaeological Unit which found
evidence of Bronze Age occupation underneath. The road is known locally as Watling Street and
the use of the name ‘Street’ often implies a refurbished Roman road. It passes through Dunham
Forest where local information says that, before the golf course was constructed, there was a
mound that may have been a temporary Roman camp. Although most of the area boundaries
have changed, a part of the original Altrincham/Dunham boundary from Oldfield Brow to
Broadheath still follows the Roman road. The house Two Gates on Oldfield Road in Oldfield Brow
and the footpath on to Norman Road and Davenport Lane, Broadheath are on the line of the
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Roman road. It is likely that the Altrincham area had been marked out by Roman surveyors and
this may have influenced later development.

Oats and barley were probably grown in the area to help support the local Roman population.
2,459 Roman coins were found in 1957 at Wolstencroft Farm, Dunham (the Agden Hoard) and
many have been found around Warrington. Roman coins were also found at Ashley Heath and
near the Dunham Road in Bowdon, and a hoard was said to have been found on Langham Road
below the church but is undocumented and lost.

There is evidence of a Roman iron works near Ashley Hall, probably using the iron-rich sand in the
area. The Romans smelted iron and bronze at Wilderspool, Warrington and produced glass and
pottery. They may have also smelted lead there which could have come from Alderley Edge where
Roman coins were found in the mines. Nevell found evidence for Roman lead and copper
workings as well as Bronze Age for ores to be smelted which were probably carried to Wilderspool
using boats from Warburton or Thelwall. Lead water pipes were used in Roman Chester.

Evidence has also been found of a Roman road to the south and west of Dunham, and between
Rostherne and Tatton there is a demolished Tudor village known as Camp Green, possibly
originally a temporary Roman camp. Watkin believed a secondary Roman road ran from
Warrington (a major crossing of the Mersey) through Warburton and Bowdon to Ringway and
Wilmslow, evidenced by a Roman coin found at Bowdon. The New Historical Atlas of Cheshire
and The Archaeology of Trafford both confirm a Roman road from Watling Street to Ringway and
beyond. Another investigator found evidence for such a road from Warrington through Lymm,
across the Bollin at Bollington Mill and through Dunham Home Park and the New Park to join
Watling Street opposite to Green Walk.

It would be logical to speculate that the height of Hale Road above the surrounding mosses would
make an ideal trackway for Neolithic, Bronze Age and Iron Age settlers as well as for the Romans,
but there is little evidence. Watkin was more certain that a secondary Roman road ran from the St.
Margaret’s Church area of Dunham Road and along Hale Road where Roman coins have been
found. Second century AD Samian Ware and possible Roman tiles were found in the 19th century
on the site of St. Ambrose College, Hale Barns. Samian Ware is named after the Greek island of
Samos and is a high quality red-painted pottery from southern France. It is usually associated with
Roman occupation and adopted by the richer Romanised British inhabitants.

A field near St. Ambrose College was called Wall Field, maybe indicating a
Roman villa or a small Roman camp on the levelled ground. A Roman coin
was found on the site of the forge in Hale Barns in early 2004. Wicker Lane
nearby used to be called Wall Lane which may be from Old English weall,
Latin vallum, a stockade but wall may also be from Old English waella, ‘to
boil’; hence a spring (the salt boilers at Northwich were known as wallers).

South Trafford Archaeology Group believe that there may be Roman road
remains beneath Ringway Golf Course east of the clubhouse. Two fields
between Hasty Lane and Warburton Green are called Nearer & Further
Stratton Fields, which may indicate street tun, ‘a farm by a Roman road'.

Anglo-Saxons (390AD-800AD)

Fragment of Saxon
Anglo/Saxons settled in south-eastern England even before the Romans  crossin Bowdon
came and locally the evidence is in place names and some stonework at Church (JJ Phelps)
Bowdon Church. The Celts were probably still in the area when Anglo-
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Saxons invaded from Friesland in northern Holland where they spoke a language closely related
to Old English. They initially settled about 460AD in what is now East Anglia and spread very
rapidly. The local population gradually absorbed their dress, ways of life and language to form the
basis of English and the Celtic language was gradually lost in Cheshire. The Saxon kingdom of
Mercia extended south from the Mersey north of which was the Saxon kingdom of Northumbria.

Most of the remaining names such as Altrincham, Bowdon, Hale and Ringway are Saxon going
back to the 6™ to 8" century and Old Market Place, Altrincham was probably settled at this time.
Fragments of Saxon and Norman crosses exist in Bowdon Church and it is then that the first
church may have been built on the site. A Saxon coin was found in the churchyard.

Danish Vikings (800AD-1066AD)

From the mid-9" century Danes moved in from the east and south-east and occupied east
Cheshire where there are many stone carvings linked to their presence and Danish place names
such as Toft, Knutsford and Davyhulme. In 886 King Alfred and the Danes agreed that the area
north of a line from London to Chester along Watling Street (and probably on to Manchester) and
with its centre at York, became part of the Danelaw. South of the line was Mercia with its capital at
Tamworth, and Wessex. Alfred later managed to push the Danelaw line north to a line from the
Mersey to the Wash. People on the Pennines and eastwards still show strong Danish
characteristics and their accent, especially north of the Humber, is influenced by OIld Norse.
Kettleshulme, Derbyshire is a good Danish or Norse place name meaning 'a watery area with
kettle holes'. The Danes introduced low alcohol ale (Danish ol) to replace drinking water, which
was a way of helping to sterilise water and less likely to cause sickness, and was drunk by all
including women and children. As a result of this Europeans have a better tolerance of alcohol
than Oriental people who were brought up on tea. Hops to make beer were introduced from the
continent about 1550.

Norse Vikings (900AD-1066AD)

Norse people (Norwegians) came into the Wirral area via Dublin and the Isle of Man from the late
9th century and left Norse place names. In 902AD Vikings were expelled from Dublin by the Irish
and attacked along the Mersey valley. Norse settled on the Wirral and formed separate villages
from the Danes. A good Norse name on the Wirral is Thingwall from Norse Thingvallr, meaning
Parliament Field. They settled roughly up to Chester and the Mersey valley and some of its
tributaries (eg Rostherne, Birkin (Brook) and Urms(ton) are Norse). The Bollin Valley may have
become a dividing line between the Danish northern kingdom and the southern Saxon kingdom at
this time but by 1016 the Danish King Canute was ruling all of England.

The Normans (1066-1215)

Cheshire was the last English county to fall to the Normans who came over the Pennines from York
to Chester in the winter of 1069-70, laying waste a swathe of Yorkshire, Lancashire and Cheshire,
probably using the Roman road and thus passing through Dunham. At that time Lancashire south
of the Ribble and Cheshire was part of Northumbria. From about 1070, the Norman Mascis settled
in the Dunham area on land previously belonging to the Saxon lord Aelfweard. It is not certain
whether the Mascis came over from Normandy as one of William’s 300 or so Companions or soon
after. They also received lands in North Wales, Buckinghamshire, Hampshire and Wiltshire,
deliberately spread to minimise the risk of rebellion.

Hilda Bayliss thought that the name Masci (or Maci) originated from the village of Maci (now
Macey) in Normandy near Mont St. Michel and Avranche (there are four other Macis in Normandy)
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since the first Hamo de Maci married a woman from a nearby village. Norman castles were built in
the 12th century at Castle Hill, Ringway and at Castle Hill (also known as Watch Hill or Yarwood
Castle), Bowdon, the remains of which can still be seen near Newbridge Hollow where the A56
crosses the River Bollin. However Mark Olly thought it likely that Watch Hill was of Romano-British
origin. The main branch of the local Masseys died out in the mid-14" century with the related
Venables taking over and then the related Booths in the mid-15" century.

The Domesday Book

Dunham, Bowdon and Hale are mentioned in the 1086 Domesday Book but Altrincham is not and
was probably part of Bowdon, Hale or Dunham at that time. Dunham was in the Saxon hundred of
Bochelau (Bucklow), held by Hamo de Masci who also held Dunham, Bowdon, etc, previously the
manors of the Saxon Alfweard (or Alweard, Elweard, Eluard or Elward), based at Dunham. Weard
in Old English means ‘successor’. Many other estates in the area are listed as waste following the
retributions of 1069/70. The Bucklow Hundred was one of 12 administrative divisions of the
Palatine of Chester which had its own form of self-government until 1894, as did Lancashire. The
gentry of Cheshire owed their allegiance to the Crown. The hundreds were reduced to seven plus
Chester by the Normans in the 12th century. The name Bucklow survived as a Rural District
Council until 1974. In 1086 there may have been perhaps 50 people living in the whole of the
Altrincham area. What became part of Lancashire at this time was valued at £150 (Cheshire would
probably be similar) whilst Essex was valued at £4,500, indicating an extreme north/south divide.

One of the oldest habitations remaining in the area is Moss Farm, South Downs Road, Bowdon,
dated around 1500. Originally it, and Moss Cottage opposite, would have had an earthen floor, as
did the original thatched Bow Green Farm, north of West Bank Farm at the northern end of Bow
Lane, now demolished.
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The Dutch Origins of English People

Background

Oppenheimer has extensively researched migrations to Britain in the last 15,000 years. DNA records
show that, after the last Ice Age and before farming, stone Age hunter-gatherer Celts migrated from the
Black Sea area mainly through Spain, the Basque Country and France, rather than through the
Netherlands, bringing their Celtic language with them. They originally occupied a substantial area east
of the Alps but also extending east into Turkey.

The language is no longer spoken in the east and the Celtic languages became confined to the west of
Europe: Welsh, Breton (from Welsh immigrants), Cornish, Irish, Scottish Gaelic, Manx.

The Main Colonisation of
The British Isles

after the last Ice Age
ice cap

Black Sea

Mediterranean Sea
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In Altrincham History Society (AHS) Journal 43, | outlined the origin of place names in North
Cheshire which derived from Middle English, itself deriving from OIld English with additions from
Celtic, Latin, Danish and Norse. Examples are: Celtic (penguin), Latin (etc), French (bureau),
Dutch (yacht), German (kindergarten), Danish (bairn), Norse (egg). English, Dutch, German,
Danish and Norse are all Germanic languages.

Here | want to go into more depth about the origins of English as spoken in the 5th century after
the Romans left the British Isles, and the origins of English people.

Old English was spoken at that time in England (except Cornwall where Cornish prevailed until the
18th century) and in southern Scotland. Its use was associated with the invasion of Anglo-Saxon
people, particularly from Friesland in what is now the north-western Netherlands. Modern English
is more akin to Frisian than to Dutch or German.

Before Old English was adopted in England and Southern Scotland, the local language was Celtic
(Welsh), with the upper classes using Latin and, after the Normans arrived, French.

An example of of Old English is Ofer Hron Rade which literally means “Over the Whale's Road” i.e.
"over the sea". Originally Old English was written in a Runic alphabet, but the Latin alphabet was
adopted from the 8th century.

Anglo-Saxon place names around Altrincham

Anglo-Saxons initially settled in what is now East Anglia in about 460AD and spread very rapidly.
They came from the Netherlands (particularly Frisia), Germany and Denmark. The local population
gradually absorbed their dress, culture and language to form the basis of English, and the Welsh
language was gradually lost in Cheshire. Most of the remaining place names such as Altrincham,
Bowdon, Hale and Ringway are Anglo-Saxon going back to the 6th/8th centuries.

Local River Names

The nearest river to Altrincham is the Bollin with the Birkin flowing into it from Rostherne Lake, and
the Mersey to the west and north. Some of these rivers have Anglo-Saxon origins but also Celtic
and Norse from when the Vikings invaded the Liverpool area from Ireland and settled up rivers
flowing into the Mersey, taking their 'Scouse' accent and words with them into Warrington and
Salford.

History books suggest that the name 'Bollin' may derive from Old English bol (eel) and hlynn
(water) or Celtic llyn (water); alternatively it may be a mutation of Celtic felin or melin, a mill, i.e. a
mill river. Historians struggle with the origin of the word 'Birkin' but | think it means Birch trees river,
from Norse. The word 'Mersey' means 'boundary river', probably a barrier between the Iron Age
Brigantes tribe to the north and the Cornovii tribe to the south. It later formed the boundary
between Lancashire and Cheshire. The word is formed from Old English maeres, a boundary and
ea, ariver.

The Old Frisian language was closely related to Old English. You can see some of the differences
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and similarities between English, West Frisian, Old English, German and Welsh in this table:

Number | English | West Frisian Old English German Welsh
1 One len An Eins Un
2 Two Twa Tpégen Zwei Dau
3 Three Trije Pri Drei Tri
4 Four Fjouwer Féoper Vier Pedwar
5 Five Fiif Fif Fanf Pump
6 Six Seis Siex Sechs Chwech
7 Seven San Seofon Sieben Saith
8 Eight Acht Eahta Acht Wyth
9 Nine Njoggen Nigon Neun Naw
10 Ten Tsien Tien Zehn Deg

Friesland today

Friesland or Frisia (Fryslan in Frisian) lies sixty miles north-east of Amsterdam with the German
border to its north-east. It literally means a narrow strip (a frieze) of land, referring to the islands
off-shore, and the main Frisian-speaking area. The Old Frisian language was closely related to
Old English and modern West Frisian is accepted as an official language in Holland and is taught
in schools. lIts capital and seat of provincial government is the city of Leewarden (Ljouwert in West
Frisian). Northern Frisian containing German words is spoken in parts of north-west Germany and
Denmark

There is also a dialect known as Bildts which is a mixture of Friesian and Dutch, spoken by about
10,000 people in the area around Het Bildt in the north-west of Friesland.

Other than Leewarden, there are ten other cities, all connected by canal and famous for ice-skating
events, and many large lakes and several national parks. Friesland is about the size of Cheshire
and has a population of about 660,000. A phrase in modern Frisian is Hot giet it literally meaning
'How goes it' or '"How are you'.

Frisia is famous world-wide for its outstanding black and white dairy cattle grazing the rich grass on
the fertile ground, and its black horses.
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West Frisian Islands

About fifty sandy islands are strung out between the North Sea and the very shallow Weddel Sea.
It Dutch the sea is known as het Wad, the ford' or de Waddenzee, and is shallow enough to wade
across at low tide. It is said that you feel as though you are floating when half way across. The
sea stretches from north-western Holland, through north-west Germany to Denmark, which and the
islands protect the mainland. About half of the islands are inhabited.

A 20-mile dam with a four-lane road, the A7, called the "Afsluitdijk”, crosses the southern end of the
Weddel Sea, connecting the Friesland area to Amsterdam. This was part of a major reclamation of
fresh water built in 1932 and has locks at each end for shipping.

Weddel Sea Islands | Inhabited | Uninhabited | Total | Notes

Dutch 5 10 15 West Frisian Islands

German 14 15 29

Danish 3 2 5 Causeways to some; many tiny isles
Totals 22 27 49
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West Frisian Islands

The shallow sea between the islands and the mainland is called the Weddel Sea. Weddel may
mean 'Secure Valley', because of the sea's shallow nature. The islands in the Dutch section of the
Weddel Sea Islands are called the West Frisian Islands which are between 6 feet and 20 feet
above mean sea level.

There are two varieties of Frisian dialects on the mainland and three on the islands. The dialects
spoken on the islands are not mutually understood but many speak Dutch as well.

The main islands are (with the West Frisian spelling in brackets):-

Texel The largest island in the Dutch group with the largest population and famous for its Texel
sheep producing excellent lamb. It means 'southern island' in both Frisian and Dutch and has its
own Dutch dialect called Texelsch.

Vlieland (Flyan) Sparsely populated at 2,000 with one village with its own Frisian dialect
Vlielandisch and is subject to shifting sands.

Terschelling (Skylge) Literally 'On the Shilling' and well known for growing cranberries and
tourism. A West Frisian-speaking area with eastern and western Frisian dialects (Aasters,
Westers) and a central Dutch dialect (Midlandisch). 1t has a population about 5,000.

Ameland (Amelan) Four villages, population 2000 with its own Dutch dialect Amelandisch, and
shifting sands.

Englesmanplatt \Which sounds like 'Englishman's land' but is uninhabited and is a nature reserve,
occasionally covered by a very high tide.

Schiermonnikoog (Skiermdntseach) Which means “grey monks island”. The Cistertian monks
are still there in their monastery founded in 1883, elevated to an abbey in 1935. They have a
guest house and a farm. The island has about 1,000 residents, one village and tourism. It is a
West Frisian-speaking area with its own dialect called Schiermonnikoogisch.. It is said to be the
most beautiful island in the Netherlands, and is a National Park known for its pristine nature and is
a paradise for bird enthusiasts.
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Altrincham History

Altrincham is a settlement just off
the Roman road from Chester to
Manchester in an area that had
seventh-century  Anglo-Saxons
settlers to the south, ninth-century
Danes from the east, and tenth-
century Norse (Norwegian)
settlers from the Isle of Man and
Ireland to the west. Existing
Britons (Celts) probably
integrated with the newcomers.

The name Altrincham is Old
English meaning 'the homestead
of Aldhere’s people' from inga a
group of people and ham a
homestead, village or estate. It
probably has 7th century origins
from the early form of the name.
It has been spelled about 15
different ways since AD1290,
including Aldheringaham.
Although there may have been a
small Saxon settlement in Old
Market Place, Altrincham may
have been carved out from one or more adjacent Saxon manors. Prof. Geoffrey Barker in his BHS
booklet A History of Early Bowdon suggests the name 'Altrincham' may be a corruption of
Altretune, a lost settlement of Hale. Interestingly, Aldringham in Suffolk was spelled Alrincham in
the Domesday Book, possible the same Saxon name origin as Altrincham.

Altrincham Market House or Hall built in 1879 by Martin
Stone who later built the Town Hall. It is listed and has a blue
plaque commemorating the origins of the market in Old
Market Place in 1290. The open market at the side and back
was glazed over in 1930 and the Saturday market started in
1932.

The name of the town was spelled Altringham up to about 1800 at which time the ‘c’ spelling began
to be adopted and both spellings were used until the 1930s. It was pronounced Awtrigem or
Awtringeam in the nineteenth century and currently the ‘c’ in Altrincham is pronounced as a ‘g’ and
outsiders often spell it as such.

According to Don Bayliss in Alfrincham, a History, over the centuries Altrincham has been:

An early Saxon village

A medieval planned borough

A coaching town in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries

A canal town from 1765

A market gardening town from at least 1799

A factory town from 1780 to 1840

A world-renowned machine tool producer from 1885 to the 1970s.

During this time the town centre was rebuilt four times. The alignments of Market Street, George
Street, Shaw's Road and Regent Road were probably laid out with the medieval borough. Market
Street and George Street are also parallel to the Roman road, with Regent Road and Shaw’s Road
at right angles. A grid pattern was common in towns created in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries
but it is conceivable that there is Roman planning influence. The outer boundary of the borough
may reflect Anglo-Saxon or medieval field boundaries in the area which themselves may have
replaced Roman ones. The Anglo-Saxon settlement was probably established in the Old Market
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Place by the 7th century and the lines of High Bank and Albert Place at the back of Old Market
Place may date from that time. The town later expanded to the George Street area.

A Royal Charter for a market and fair was sealed by Edward | in 1290 and this was followed by the
lord of the manor, Baron Hamo de Masci V’s own Borough Charter which created Altrincham as a
borough. Altrincham as a planned medieval ‘new’ town was probably carved from the manors of
Hale, Bowdon and Dunham by the Barons of Dunham Massey to replace the ancient Saxon village
and fields. Hamo's object was to improve his finances through more opportunities for local taxes
and, no doubt, to improve his standing among other local nobles. The royal charter included the
right to hold a Tuesday market and a fair on the Feast of the Assumption (15th August). The
Tuesday market is still held and later Friday and Saturday markets were introduced. The Charter
made Altrincham a free borough under the Dunham lordship. It is thought that the nearby Roman
road which passes on its way from Chester to Manchester may have been deliberately closed at
that time by Hamo de Massey to divert traffic through Altrincham to increase local trade in Old
Market Place, Altrincham became one of 12 market towns in Cheshire.

The date of the fair was changed in 1319 to the Feast of St. James (25th July) and became known
as ‘Sanjam Fair’. This was held until 1895 when it was condemned as a nuisance, probably
because of too much drinking. The Court of Pie Powder administered instant justice at markets
and fairs and settled disputes on the spot. The name is a corruption of Old French pieds poudreux
meaning ‘dusty feet’, describing itinerant traders who were instantly identifiable from their feet.

The town was administered first by a merchant guild court or port mote appropriate to a trading
town. In the fifteenth century this changed to a Court Leet, common across England. The Court
Leet had to administrate the town and oversee the local law. The court had important meetings
called View of Frankplege to reaffirm their responsibilities twice a year and also met every three
weeks to administer a petty offences court. The officers of the court had many different
responsibilities. Highways and footpaths were monitored by surveyors; commons by common
lookers; impounding stray animals by pinders; testing ale quality by ale tasters who also checked
bread quality; corn, flesh and fish quality by market lookers; cattle and swine lookers; water
supplies by pump and well lookers; and fire prevention by chimney lookers.

The Court Leet was also responsible for controlling poaching, muzzling fierce dogs, weights &
measures, scavengers and leather curing, as well as Court Bailiffs and the Town Crier. The chief
paid office was the bailiff or steward. The other officers were unpaid and the Court Leet itself
reported to the Quarter Sessions where Justices of the Peace presided. Constables were active in
Altrincham until 1856 when they were replaced by a police force. The Court Leet was also
responsible for keeping the boundaries of Altrincham defined and used to 'beat the bounds' each
year with willow twigs. The last official beating took place in 1921 and was recorded by
photographs, just after the the Altrincham/Dunham Massey boundary was changed to allow
Altrincham to expand.

The Court Leet appointed the mayor up to 1937. The list of mayors from 1452 survives, the first
two being Masseys and the last being Raymond Littler in 1973. However Don Bayliss has
identified a mayor in a Dunham Massey estate survey of 1348. Sir Walter Scott quoted an old
derogatory saying about some of the mayors: “/ am like the Mayor of Altrincham, who lies in bed
while his breeches are mending.”

Following the wish of Roger Grey, the last Earl of Stamford, the Court Leet was revived as a
ceremonial institution in 1977. Today the beating of the bounds takes place on the second Sunday
in July, following boundary markers. The Court Leet also carries out the other duties listed above
and meets regularly to present reports on the town’s management of everyday activities in the
current day, thus continuing its ancient tradition.

The borough charter created burgesses who were freemen of the town. Burgesses had a house
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on a burgage plot and held a Cheshire acre strip (about 2.1 statutory acres) in the town field which
was to the northwest and southwest of the original small built-up part of the borough. Burgesses
were tradesmen or tradeswomen, often with farming interests, who fixed and agreed tolls and
trading arrangements with the lord of the manor. The burgesses used Hale Moss for grazing and
turf cutting. Burgage plots existed down both sides of the curved part of Church Street and
buildings still sit here on these plots such as The Old Market Tavern, the Old Town Hall and the
shops opposite. Plots also existed on both sides of Market Street and George Street. Burgage
plots in Altrincham were two perches by five, ie 33 feet wide by 824 feet deep. Double, one-and-
a-half, and those of a half, quarter or one third of an original burgage also existed. In the town’s
early years, besides freemen, there were also a number of unfree men.

In 1348-49 the Black Death affected the area and the population was reduced from a peak of about
650 people in 1300 down to two thirds or less. It is likely that some burgage plots were abandoned
or combined with others at this time. By 1700 the population had returned to about 500 and by
1801 there were 1692 people.

The first lords of Dunham Massey, the de Mascis, recruited men from Altrincham as solders
fighting the wars against Wales in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. Altrincham men fought
for the Parliamentarian Sir George Booth in the Civil Wars. It is recorded in the Transactions of the
Lancashire & Cheshire Antiquarian Society Vol.72, 1962 that there may have been a Battle of
Bowdon Hill on Bowdon Downs in the Civil War:

“On Thursday XXth Marche, 1644 Colonel Brereton with his forces held his Rendezvous on
Knottesford Heath and on Bowdon Downes: and thether the Scots havinge marched, joyned with
theim beinge in number fyve thousand or thereabouts.”

However the article concludes that this may have been a confusion with Boldon in
Northumberland. Nearby actions were the siege of Manchester in 1642 when the roads were
blocked with earthen barricades; the siege of Wythenshawe Hall in 1643 when a few Altrincham
and Hale men were in the Royalist garrison; a skirmish at Davenport Green; and battles at
Warrington, Tarporley, Middlewich, Nantwich and Knutsford.

Prince Rupert camped on Bowdon Downs with an army of 10,000 in May 1644 on his way from
Shrewsbury to Stockport, Manchester, Bolton, Liverpool and on to the Battle of Marston Moor on
2" July.

In 1621 Altrincham was described by Webb as “a fine little market town” but in 1666 was described
by the Cheshire historian Sir Peter Leycester as “a nest of beggars”, possibly because the Booths
allowed cottagers to settle on unused land or the economy was run down. Thomas de Quincey,
who spent his childhood in Manchester and wrote Confessions of an Opium Eater, passed through
on a market day in the summer of 1814 and was “delighted by the gaiety of the scene.” Celia
Fiennes was the foremost female travel writer of her day and passed through Altrincham in 1689,
referring to The Bowdon Downs (from the present Ashley Road north to the Dunham Road) as
‘champion ground', referring to unenclosed fields.

The town was rebuilt in the seventeenth century, wooden buildings replaced by brick in the late
eighteenth century with the building of the Bridgewater Canal and increased wealth. By the early
nineteenth century the town was divided into Higher Town around Old Market Place where trade
was carried on and people lived, and Lower Town where artisans lived which was the rest including
George Street, Goose Green, Pinfold Brow (Lloyd Street), Albert Street, Chapel Street and
Norman's Place. Getting goods from Higher Town to George Street was not easy because of the
steep bank between them known as Hollow Bonk or Hollow Bank.

Pig farming had been important in the district since the fourteenth century and even in the late
nineteenth century there were forty piggeries in Altrincham, as well as eight farms and many
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stables. Cattle were also reared for meat, milk and cheese and there was at least one shippon in
the middle of the town at that time. By the late eighteenth century the Altrincham and Timperley
areas were also noted for their market gardens, especially for onions, carrots (Altrincham Carrot),
celery, lettuce, rhubarb (Timperley Early) and later on potatoes (Bowdon Downs) and strawberries.
The Altrincham Carrot grew up to a metre long in sandy soil. In 1851 there were 16 square miles
of market gardens around Altrincham and eight tons of onion seed and potatoes were being sown
per year. In 1910 there were 157 market garden businesses in the Altrincham and Sale area. The
Bridgewater Canal was extended to Altrincham in 1765 and barge transport enabled produce to be
sold in Manchester, the first industrial city in the world and expanding rapidly. Commuting to
Manchester also took place by canal and road, before the coming of the railways. From the late
1830s high quality suburban housing was developed for the cotton manufacturers of Manchester
who found the area desirable to live in away from the smoky city.

Spinning and weaving of wool, worsteds and cottons took place in Altrincham, including handloom
weaving from the mid-eighteenth century then in cotton mills from 1775. In the mid-eighteenth
century one of the major occupations was woolcombing by hand. In 1793 the principle
manufacturing in Altrincham was still quoted as worsted yarn and worsted cloth. Cheaper wool
imports from Ireland caused their downfall and they were replaced by cotton spinning. By 1800
there were five cotton mills and the number of inhabitants had increased to about 1700. Local
cotton mills were hit by competition with Manchester and they closed in the 1840s, which may have
led to a resurgence of home weaving by redundant spinners and weavers. Manchester itself was
hit by the cotton famine of the 1860s because of the American Civil War.

Silk weaving also took place in a number of houses in the nineteenth century. The finished articles
from Altrincham would be small braid such as ribbon. The silk yarn would have been obtained
from Macclesfield. The industry peaked in the 1830s and from 1870 it began to suffer from
competition from abroad and from the development of artificial fibres.

A Weslyan Chapel opened in 1788 in Chapel Walk, now Regent Road and is still remembered by
the Chapel Street road sign. St. George's Church of England was built in 1799 in what became
Church Street as a chapel-of-ease to St. Mary's Church, Bowdon. The first incumbent was Oswald
Leicester who had started the first Sunday school in the county in a cottage in Thorley Moor Lane,
now Ashley Road.

The building of substantial houses started in the late 1830s when the Earl of Stamford sold off land
in Bowdon. The railways responded to this by building the first commuter line in the North West to
Altrincham which opened in 1849.

Some improvement of town administration came with the Town’s Meeting, which started in the
eighteenth century and assisted the Court Leet with policing, roads, and health matters, and
employed an Overseer of the Poor. The Vestry of St. George's also assisted with administration.
Following cholera, typhus and dysentery outbreaks in the 1840s, the Board of Health was formed
in 1851 but it was the 1880s before Altrincham became a much healthier place to live. The Board
of Health took over the duties of the Town’s Meeting and the Court Leet, leading to the Court Leet
becoming ceremonial apart from electing the mayor. The Board authorised the production of 15
large scale accurate plans of Altrincham with an accompanying Book of Reference, which enabled
health planning to be carried out and the rating of all properties. It was detailed enough to show
slop-stones in back yards. Work started on clean water supplies and sanitation and by the late
1870s most new houses were built with a water supply, an outside water closet, drainage and a

gas supply.

The duty on beer was discontinued in 1830 and this enabled anyone to brew. By 1850 there were
eight pubs but no proper water supply or sanitation for most people in the town centre. By 1879
there were about 200 places licenced to sell alcohol in Altrincham. Even in 1960 beer was just 1s
(5p) a pint. In the north of England in later Victorian times there was a big movement towards
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teetotalism and a teetotal pub was opened at the corner of Lloyd Street and Ashley Road.

Altrincham became a Local Board of Health in 1851, an Urban Sanitary District in 1884, an Urban
District Council in 1894, a Municipal Borough Council in 1937, and part of Trafford Metropolitan
Borough on its creation in 1974.

Altrincham Urban District Council was formed in 1894 and met in the Old Town Hall, Old Market
Place until 1900, taking over the duties of the Board of Health. The Town Hall in Market Street
dates from 1900 with an extension of 1930, refurbished in 2006.

Bull and bear baiting, dog and rat fighting, and cock fighting were still taking place in the 1830s, as
well as bare fist fighting. The town Wakes led to two early racecourses being built, one
remembered by Racecourse Road. Altrincham has a successful football team which was formed in
1891 as a Broadheath Sunday School team, now called The Robins. The town had early theatres,
a music hall and cinemas. The oldest amateur theatre is the Club Theatre (now the Little Theatre)
which was established in 1896 as the St. Margaret’s Church Institute Amateur Dramatic Society.
The Garrick started in 1913 in a cellar on Kingsway and erected the Playhouse on Barrington Road
in 1932, the first purpose-built amateur theatre in Britain. The first full time cinema was at The
Central Theatre in Shaw's Road in 1907 and later there were four other cinemas: The Hippodrome,
The Picture Theatre, The Regal and Hale Cinema now all demolished. The town now has two
modern cinemas and an ice rink opened in 2006.

The Altrincham Agricultural Show first met behind The Swan at Little Bollington, then later on a field
now Groby Road, Altrincham, then on The Devisdale, Bowdon. It ran from 1861 to 1966 and
farmers came from as far afield as Scotland, Cornwall and Norfolk to show cattle at what was
known as the Altrincham Show, the biggest one-day agricultural show in the country. The
Altrincham Carnival was held from 1924 to 1932 and Altrincham Festival started in 1977, the year
of the Queen’s Silver Jubilee.

Early industry developed along the Bridgewater Canal, including workshops and warehousing in
the 1830s but then an industrial area known worldwide began to evolve from 1884 as Broadheath,
before the development of Trafford Park. Famous names, mainly in engineering, included George
Richards (machine tools, especially very large vertical borers), Thornton-Pickard (cameras), Luke
& Spencer (grinding wheels), Tilghmans (shot-blasting machinery), Linotype (typesetting
machinery), Kearns (machine tools, especially horizontal borers), Budenbergs (pressure gauges)
and Churchills (precision grinding). They brought much work to the area, with up to 12,000
employed at the peak of about 1960 before collapsing in the mid-1970s. Today the former
industrial area is partly a retail and business park.

Seamons Moss Endowed School was established in Oldfield Brow in 1764 by the will of Thomas
Walton, Dunham Woodhouses salt-master, and closed in 1938. It took boys from eight to eleven
initially, later to fourteen or older if going to university. The school set high standards and, as well
as the usual subjects, it taught Greek, Latin and accounting. The two modern Altrincham Grammar
Schools also have an excellent academic record, the Girls opening in 1910 and the Boys in 1912.

Frank and Bill Brierley lived all of their 90-odd years in Altrincham and related that, before WWII,

Altrincham was known as 'Thrutcham' and Newtown was known as 'Cally’. Thrutcham is quoted in
the 1885 book by Robert Holland.
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Bowdon History

Bowdon Hill is part of a glacial
sand ridge extending from
Warburton to Ringway and could
have been important even in
Neolithic times due to its height
on a sandy ridge above the plain,
the easily-worked land, its south-
facing slopes and plentiful water
supplies from springs.

A major Roman road from
Chester to Manchester, known
locally as Watling Street, runs
partly on the line of the Chester
Road to the west and has been
excavated in Oldfield Brow and
Broadheath. There may also be
a minor Roman road or track
running from Two Gates in The thatched Moss Cottage on South Downs Road is listed
Oldfield Brow past St. Margaret's and has the inscription 'RL 1666 HL' over the door. It was
Church and along Hale Road to built by Robert and Helen Lewis of Moss Farm for farm
Ringway, and probably another [labourers and is a rare example of an inscribed timber-
from Street Head Cottages on the framed building in the area. A second separate cottage
Dunham Road past Bowdon originally existed at right angles on the northwest side.
Church and down Stamford Road

and up Broomfield Lane to join the other on Hale Road.

Bowdon covers 828 statute acres and was probably settled by Saxons as a village in the 7th
century. According to the Domesday Book there was a mill at Bowdon in 1086 but it is not certain
where this was but probably where the river divides below the Priory from tithe field name Mellins,
Celtic for mills.

Ormerod says that the name Bowdon consists of two Saxon words bow a dwelling, an abode, and
don or dun a plain on a hill, ie a down. Alternatively it may mean a hill by a bog.

Dodgson states that the name Bogadunn which was used in the 11th century means 'a curved hill'
from Old English boga, ‘a bend’ or ‘bow-shaped' and the form of the name may imply the re-use by
Saxons of a Celtic site. However if the initial part of the name derives from berg this could imply
the use of the hill as a meeting place, with don meaning stronghold, possibly fortified, hence ‘hill
fort’. Alternatively it could mean 'Beoga's hill or fort'. It was also often spelled Bowden up to the
end of the 20th century.

By medieval times Bowdon had several open fields on the well-watered, well-drained and sunny
south side of Bowdon Hill, the last of which to the east of Bowdon Church and the west of Bow
Green Road, were finally enclosed in 1760. Watch Hill near the Dunham Road overlooking the
Bollin is a 12th century motte-and-bailey castle, and Moss Farm and barn are late 15th century.

St. Mary's, Bowdon Church parochial boundary originally covered about 30 square miles from
Ashley in the south almost to the Mersey in the north. When Rostherne and Ashton Churches
were built, the parish was divided and farmers near the boundary were given the choice of which
parish they wished to be in.
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Bowdon Churchyard is D-shaped, its curved boundaries indicating great age, possibly Celtic.
There is evidence of a 7th-century Saxon (probably wooden) church on the site which was
probably replaced in the great rebuilding of cathedrals and churches by the Normans. There have
been at least six churches here and for many centuries it was the only church in the area. The
vicars are recorded since 1210. Some of the cottages below the church on Church Brow and
Langham Road date from the 17th century.

Highway robberies were common in the 18th and 19th centuries, for example at Newbridge Hollow,
Shepherd’s Cottages and along The Firs. Salt was a valuable commodity for preserving meat and
for cheese and butter making and was often stolen, as well as money and jewelry.

Unusually and remote from the main centres, Bowdon had a worsted mill at the bottom of Stamford
Road from 1775 and listed in late 18th century trade directories. It is said that it was later
converted to a thread and bobbin factory, probably because of the declining woollen trade.

Ribbon development began in Georgian times along Bowdon Road, the burying route from Old
Market Place to Bowdon Church. This included Normans Place and The Narrows where a large
Georgian house stood on the site of the present ex-Telephone Exchange; Beech Grove, later St.
Annes Home; and Bowdon Lodge, now Altrincham Grammar School for Girls.

Commuters settled in Bowdon early in the first half of the 19th century, using road and canal
transport to get to Manchester and even beyond. There had been a free school near the church
from 1553 and from the 1840s several private schools started because of the prosperity of the
area. Many of the roads are named after the Earls of Stamford & Warrington who ensured that
quality houses were built near to Dunham Hall, especially on Green Walk, which was their route to
Bowdon Church. By the mid-19th century Bowdon had become the retreat of Manchester cotton
magnates, sometimes called Cotton Kings or Cottontots. Many of the large houses had their own
croquet grounds (there were about 50 by 1874) but most were replaced by tennis courts when this
became the vogue after 1874. There were also many private engineering workshops, laboratories
and observatories. There are many miles of sandstone garden walls in Bowdon (and Altrincham
and Hale) from sandstone quarried in Timperley, Stockport, Alderley Edge, Lymm, Helsby and
Runcorn.

From the late 1890s Bowdon had its own District Council until it became part of Trafford in 1974.
Parts of what we might think of as Bowdon such as Delamer Road, Higher Downs, Woodville Road
and St. Margaret’s Road used to be in Dunham Massey but became part of Altrincham in 1920.

Bowdon Hall, dating to 1700 but on a site dating from about 1200, was sold for £2m in 2017.

Hale History

Hale is an ancient township
probably first settled as early as
the second half of the sixth
century and is in the north of
Cheshire historically. The place
name ‘Hale’ occurs all over
England and is said to be from
Old English halh meaning a
shelter or corner of land. A
possible alternative derivation
could be from Celtic meaning a
marshy area growing willow trees
(modern Welsh helyg, Cornish

Hale Farm was on the west side of the present Queens
Road and 17th/18th century buildings are still there.



heligan). It was recorded as ‘Hale’ in the Domesday Book and never changed, which is unusual.
At that time Hale had the valuable assets of half an acre of meadow and a wood “one league long
and half a league wide” and a hawk’s eyrie (which was important for rearing and training hunting
birds). Halh is also very common in field names and is equivalent to Old Norse hallr and northern
haugh, hough, hauch, halch or halgh, a hilly enclosure in a valley. The River Bollin to the south
may be partly Celtic, meaning 'an eel river'.

Hale is a different settlement from Altrincham and Bowdon. Bowdon was a Saxon village and
several open fields. Altrincham may have had Saxon origins but was mainly was created as a
medieval new borough in the 13" century with its burgesses holding a burgage plot in the town.
Hale, however, was a scattering of small hamlets around greens and farms. In the Domesday
Book, Hale was in the hundred (administration division of the county) of Bochelau (Bucklow today),
held by Hamo de Masci who also held Dunham, Bowdon, etc, previously held by the Saxon
Aelfweard. There is only a small amount of evidence before 1086 when the Domesday Book was
compiled.

It is possible that Hale was traversed in Roman times and a few Roman coins have been found
along Hale Road. It was probably settled by Saxons in the 7th century and Hale Low off Hale
Road means Hale Mound and may have been a Bronze Age burial mound but burials in round
mounds continued to Saxon times. The glacial sand ridge of Hale Road itself would have provided
an excellent natural communications route from Stone Age times. In 1086 there may have been
25-50 people living in Hale on about 4-5000 acres rising to perhaps 300 people in the 14th century
and 800 by 1800. Other than the Domesday Book, the earliest written evidence of Hale is in
Massey deeds of 1281 with references to Bank Hall, Ringway and Rossmill.

Norman Dore thought that field names tended to indicate that Hale was originally a medieval
settlement on the drier ground off Hale Road between Queens Road and Hermitage Road. The
Hermitage Road end would have a ready supply of water from a spring now under Hale Cemetery
and on Hermitage Road. Hale Low may have been the centre of the manor of Hale. Medieval
open fields are thought to have been between Ashfield Road, Queens Road and Hermitage Road
but may also have extended down from Ollerbarrow Road to Ashley Road. The evidence is in the
narrow fields on which Peel Avenue etc are now built and field names. Tithe field number 8 is
‘Hale Field’ and field 949 is ‘Partington Shutts’, both implying enclosed open fields.

There may have been other medieval settlements near Davenport Green and north of Ross Mill
Farm (East Hale), Hale Barns, all of which have indications of town fields. The Hale Barns one
could be argued to be a favourite since halh is often associated with a river and field names there
include Great Hough (Hale), Great Tom Field (town field) and Tom Field Bank (the latter is still on
modern maps). Also, in the Domesday Book, Hale possessed half an acre of meadow, which was
probably next to the Bollin where it could be flooded for early pasture.

As in Altrincham, the Court Leet met to deal with Hale (and separately Bowdon) matters twice a
year. The meeting was both to ensure the law was being followed and to advise and hear local
issues. The Town’'s Meeting also met to fix the rate for poor relief and highways maintenance.
After the 17th century and until the mid-19th century, Hale consisted of scattered farms and
cottages with small hamlets including Hale Barns and Peel Causeway.

What we know as Hale today started out as a farm and a few cottages on a track through a marsh
along part of the modern Ashley Road from Spring Bank to Hale Station known as Peel Causeway.
In 1830 there were about 10 households, perhaps 50 people and in 1841 about 20 households,
about 100 people. From the late 1840s commuters settled and rapid expansion took place. There
were about 1000 residents by 1851, 1200 by 1861, and 1700 by 1871. There was particularly
rapid expansion from 1890 up to the 1914-18 War to a population of about 10,000 and many
houses from this period can be observed in Hale.
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The railway arrived in Altrincham in 1849 and caused house building along Ashley Road, Hale, first
in 1849 from the present traffic lights to Hale Station and then in the 1870s from Hale Station to the
St. Peter’s Church area after the area was drained. In 1859-62 the Cheshire Lines Committee built
a line out of Altrincham to Knutsford with a stop at Hale to serve Bowdon residents and called the
station built on the site of Peel Causeway Farm ‘Bowdon (Peel Causeway)’ to distinguish it from
Bowdon Station in Altrincham.

In 1866 John Siddeley built a brewery on Ashley Road opposite the present Railway Inn. William
Berry, the blacking manufacturer built the first shops in Peel Causeway in the 1880s between the
Railway Inn and the railway crossings.

Up to 1900 Hale was under Bucklow administration and extended from Hale Road Bridge to Hale
Barns and Oversley Ford at Ringway, and to the Bollin at Ashley Heath. Hale Urban District
Council (UDC) was set up in 1900 under Alfred Tarbolton, having resisted becoming part of
Altrincham and for the first few years met in a tiny house in Thorn Grove. In 1901 the medieval
name Peel Causeway was changed back to the Saxon name Hale through Tarbolton’s
perseverance. At the same time Ringway was severed from Hale/Hale Barns to become a
separate parish. About 1906 the UDC moved into a new building on Ashley Road at the bottom of
Cambridge Road, Hale then in 1913 into a former Girls’ Home on the site of the hotel and
supermarket west of the bowling green on Ashley Road. After the 1914-18 War many of the
houses on Ashley Road were converted to shops on condition that their gardens could be used to
widen the pavement. In 1921 the Bowling Green was created and Hale Cinema, actually just in
Altrincham, opened in 1923.

After the 1939-45 War, newcomers started to call Hale ‘Hale Village’ and Hale became part of
Trafford in 1974.

Dunham Massey History

Dunham history

There is evidence for settlement
during the Bronze Age in Dunham
Massey on the easily-cultivated
soils of Oldfield Brow observed
from pollen samples in the peat
under the Roman road, and from
the presence of barrows. The soil
is a mixture of glacial sand and
gravel, and some river deposits.
In many parts there is underlying
clay later used for brick-making.
There are many heaths and
mosses, the largest Dbeing
Carrington Moss. Much of this
land was enclosed by the 18"
century. The Bridgewater Canal built in 1765/66 through Dunham
Massey is now used entirely for pleasure craft. It runs from
Dunham is situated west of Worsley to Runcorn via Broadheath and had no locks until
Altrincham and Bowdon and the Runcorn.
name means ‘a settlement near a
hill’. 1t is listed in the Domesday
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Book of 1086 recording that the manor had previously held by the Saxon Earl Aelfweard, now held
by Hamo de Masci (from Normandy), that there was land for three ploughs, the lord’s demesne
(land), an acre of woodland and a house in the city (Chester). In modern times the estate
amounted to 3,500 acres but may have been larger originally. In addition Hamo held 36 other
manors in north Cheshire, south Lancashire and the Wirral, and estates in other parts of the
country. Dunham was probably outside the Danelaw land of the 9th century, whereas Hale was
within it.

The Mascis had been given the estates in about 1070 which included the Saxon manors of
Bowdon, Hale and Ashley, and when the line died out the related Booths of Wilmslow took over in
1427 and then the related Greys in 1768. Roger Grey, the 10th Earl of Stamford, bequeathed the
Dunham estate to the National Trust when he died in 1976.

The Mascis, Booths and Greys all held various manorial courts and meetings would normally be at
Dunham Hall. The Court Baron was a gathering of the lord’s free tenants and they themselves
were the judges of issues such as duties owed to the lord. The Halmote or Court Customary was a
lesser manorial court for unfree tenants which was presided over by the lord’s steward. Court rolls
(records of meetings) survive from about 1350 and are held at John Ryland’s Library in
Manchester.

There may have been a motte-and-bailey castle at Dunham originally, probably replaced by stone
in the 12th century. This was itself rebuilt in the early 1600s and again in the 1730s. The farms
and other buildings on the estate also mainly date from the great rebuilding of this time and as a
result there are only few cruck-frame and thatch buildings still remaining in Dunham whereas there
are many in the adjacent Warburton. The parkland surrounding the hall may have been created by
the Saxons but the present Old and New Parks date from the 1740s, redesigned by Mary the
Countess of Stamford.

Dunham developed into four hamlets around two open fields with the farms in the hamlets:
Dunham Town, Oldfield, Dunham Woodhouses and Bollington. From the 13th to the early 19th
century these vary large fields, perhaps up to a mile square, were enclosed, often into a
convenient Cheshire acre or two (about 2.1 statute acres in this part of Cheshire) and new farms
were built outside the hamlets. The 14th century boundary between Dunham Massey and
Warburton to the west still exists as a deep artificial ditch. On the east side of Dunham there are
township boundary marks on walls in Bowdon and Altrincham. In 1920 and again later the
Dunham/Altrincham boundary was moved to make room for Altrincham to expand. The population
of Dunham Massey was about 900 in 1801, 3000 in 1911, 1700 in 1931 and 500 in 2001.

In the Civil Wars of the seventeenth century, little activity took place in Dunham other than the
Booths rallying troops on the Devisdale and passing armies camping there. 'Old' Sir George Booth
was a Parliamentarian and was on the Committee on Compounding which fined Royalist
landowners after the Civil Wars.

Quakers were living in Dunham Town in the late seventeenth century and there are two Quaker
graves in St. Marks Church graveyard which were originally behind Big Tree Cottage in Dunham
Town.

Brick making took place in many parts of Dunham from the 17th century. Salt extraction from
springs in the Bollin valley at Dunham Woodhouses became an important industry in the 17th
century but probably existed well before that. Thomas Walton, saltmaster, left money to build
Littleheath and Seamons Moss Schools in 1759 and 1761. The Bridgewater Canal brought
prosperity to Altrincham and Dunham in 1765/6 and enabled coal to be brought to Dunham Hall
much more easily from the estate coal mines.

The Broadheath industries started in 1884 with George Richards' machine tool factory. It later
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included well-known names such as Linotype, Budenbergs, Kearns, Churchills, Tilmans, and
Record Electrical. Several mission houses sprang up in Dunham Woodhouses and Oldfield Brow
around 1900. The Oldfield Brow estate was started in the 1920s. In 1853 a (southern) railway was
built across Dunham from Stockport via Broadheath to Warrington and a northern one in 1873 from
Stockport via Timperley to Glazebrook and Liverpool.

In World War | Dairyhouse Farm at Sinderland was used as a prisoner-of-war camp and again in
WWII as an RAF ordnance depot with a considerable rail network linked to the
Broadheath/Warrington line. In WWII Dunham New Park was used as an American Army Camp, a
German POW camp, and after the war as a British Army camp briefly.

In 1974 Dunham Massey became part of Trafford but retains a parish council.
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Dunham Hall

The area of the hall had been the
site of the Massey headquarters
since the arrival of Hamo de Masci
from Normandy within a few years
of the Norman conquest in 1066.
The mound at the back of the hall
may have been the site of a motte
-and-bailey castle but more likely a
viewing platform. The home was
improved and rebuilt by several
generations of Masseys and their
successors the Booths and the
Greys. The present building dates
from the 1730s with the dormer
windows in a lowered roof added in the early 19th century. In his will Roger Grey, the 10th Earl,
left the hall and two parks, and the surrounding farms, to the National Trust in 1976.

Masons' Marks

Medieval stonemasons were the top men in the building trade of their day. They identified
themselves by masons' marks, many derived from ancient Runic, Greek and Phoenician
characters. One of the oldest stone structures in the Altrincham area is the listed 1766
Bridgewater Canal aqueduct over the River Bollin at Dunham Massey on which a good selection of
masons’ marks can be found on the sandstone blocks.

In 1814 the bridge was in danger of collapse and was strengthened by the addition of a 20 foot-
wide buttress on the western side which has a track-way over it to Woodhouse Lane. Just south of
the Bollin bridge is a cattle tunnel under the canal at field level. There are therefore four distinct
sets of masons’ marks on the bridge: the western side of the original bridge, the western extension,
the eastern side of the bridge, and the tunnel. The ‘DB 1814’ is on a large curved block dating the
bridge strengthening work and next to it there is a second 1814 date upside down. DB probably
stands for the Duke of Bridgewater although the last duke died in 1803.

There is a good array of marks on the tunnel. The first has a single occurrence and at about five
inches high is twice as large as the rest and very distinctively carved, perhaps like an anchor.
There are no marks on the east side of the tunnel which ends in asbestos and concrete after the
rebuild of the canal collapse in 1971 (another breach happened in January 2025).. In all there are
about 40 different marks on the bridge indicating a surprising number of masons working on a
single structure but on at least two different dates. The masons’ marks on the west side of the
bridge must be original and date from 1766. From the two dates and Stamford Papers evidence,
the marks on the westerly extension were made in 1814. Those on the east side could have been
made in 1766 or later, perhaps 1814. The marks on the tunnel must be the same age as the canal.
Other bridges along the canal, eg at Bollington and Sale, also have masons marks.

Masons' marks from the nine-inch wide granite kerb stones in the older streets of St. Helier, Jersey
such as La Colomberie, are shown below for comparison. They are quite different, with many
curves and arrows, unlike the Dunham Massey marks.

One form of Runic marks is also shown for comparison.
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Masons’ Marks on the Bridgewater Canal Aqueduct Runic Alphabet
over the River Bollin at Dunham Massey. Odi
In
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West side of main wall.
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There were at least 32 different masons working of the original structure of 1766. Nearly 50 years
later just two masons marks are repeated in the 1814 extension which may be the same masons
or more likely a reuse of marks by later masons.

The tunnel under the canal just south of the River Bollin dates from 1766. It was constructed to
allow the passage of cattle to the water meadows, narrow fields which existed before the
construction of the sewage works to the west of the bridge in 1900. On the 1839 tithe map they
are fields 644 to 649 and there is a track in line with Brick Kiln Lane across the field and under the
canal, with a ford across the Bollin. There were six different occupiers of these fields in 1839 and
they were important to the estate farms for early grass. The tunnel became largely redundant after
the new track-way was built in 1814 as part of the buttress strengthening.

48



A very large mason's mark on the 16" century Convent & Cloister
of Santo Domingo de Pollenca in Mallorca, inscribed after construction,
or possibly two different marks:

Nearer at home, a decorative mark
in the form of a four-leaved
shamrock on a wall in Bankhall
Lane, Hale.
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BOOK 2: PEEL CAUSEWAY, HALE HISTORY
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The Millennium Clock on the site of Peel Causeway brewery,
with Hale View cottages in the background
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Peel Causeway
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The 1874 Ordnance Survey map with Peel Causeway at its centre.

Where is Peel Causeway?

Up to 1900 ‘Peel Causeway’ was the name of the village on a section of Ashley Road from Spring
Bank to the present Hale Station (Originally Bowdon (Peel Causeway) Station) but the name came
to be applied to the whole of the village a far as Ashley Heath until 1901 when the name was
changed to Hale. This article explores the Peel Causeway area to see what history remains and
follows on from the work recorded by Alfred Tarbolton in his 1929 book The Story of Peel
Causeway.

My intentions are to consider the location of Peel Causeway, the meaning of the name, identify the
cause of the boggy nature of the area and the reason for the causeway, examine tithe field names
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to look for clues, describe the buildings and tracks dating from the 18th century or earlier, and
follow the development of Peel Causeway with the coming of the railway.

People first decided that the Hale area was a good place to live about 8,000 years ago and left a
few Stone Age tools behind to prove it. Much of this evidence has long gone to museums but all
around our town are signs left in later times such as buildings, stonework, benchmarks and other
wall inscriptions, street furniture, trees and plants and ancient footpaths.

In discussing and speculating on the history of Peel Causeway modern street and place names
have been used generally.

The history of Peel Causeway

The place name ‘Hale’ was recorded as Hale in the 1086 Domesday Book and never changed,
which is unusual. Hale was a scattering of farms with a few groups of hamlets.

Nevell, in his Archaeology of Trafford, provides evidence of a minor Roman road passing from
Watling Street to Hale Barns via the present Bowdon Church and Hale Road. Watkin thought that
a secondary Roman road may have run from Warrington (a major crossing of the Mersey and an
industrial centre) through Warburton and Bowdon where a Roman coin was found at the church, to
Ringway and Wilmslow. One could speculate that the Romans constructed the initial causeway
across what was marshy land around the present Hale Station. However there is no early
evidence of activity here and a 1702 Stamford estate map does not show a road from Bowdon
Church to Peel Causeway. In fact it would be logical for the Romans to use the Hale Road sand
ridge via St. Mary’s Road and keep to the dry land. The settlement of Peel Causeway therefore
must be entirely due to the many springs in the area.

The first mention of Peel Causeway is in a deed of 1701 when Robert Ashley took over Peel
Causeway Farm from his father.

In the 1830s ‘Pale Causeway’ was the name given to the current area of Ashley Road, Hale from
the traffic lights at the bottom of Stamford Road, Bowdon through to Hale Station. It is marked as
‘Peel Causeway’ on the 1874 and 1897 Ordnance Survey maps.

In the early 1830s Peel Causeway consisted of one farm and about six cottages along the edge of
the causeway, perhaps 30 people. An Altrincham builder, Charles Holt, put up numbers 80 to 98
Ashley Road in 1849 and later 100 to 118, all in the local builders' style. Another builder, Samuel
Brown, bought the rest of the south side to Spring Road and built Hale Terrace, 126 to 132, also in
1849. By 1851 there were about 23 households with perhaps 100 people in total.

Hale Station was built in 1859-62 to serve Bowdon residents and was named Bowdon (Peel
Causeway) Station to distinguish it from the 1849 Bowdon Station at the top of Lloyd Street,
Altrincham. This triggered the building of houses on the north side of Peel Causeway in the 1860s,
and through the present Hale Village shopping centre from about 1870 after drainage. The name
‘Peel Causeway’ for the expanding village was retained by residents and confirmed by the
Ordnance Survey of 1872.

Alfred Tarbolton was elected as the first chairman of Hale Urban District Council in 1900 and
immediately proposed that the name Peel Causeway for the village be changed to the older one of
Hale. This was agreed from 1901 and the name of Hale for the part of Hale Barns along Chapel
Lane, which was originally called East Hale, was discontinued. Many of the houses through Hale
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village were later converted to shops after the 1914-18 War. It is interesting that Tarbolton should
instigate the deletion of the name ‘Peel Causeway but then 30 years later write a book
commemorating the name, which clearly fascinated him.

By the 1914-18 War the use of the name ‘Peel Causeway’ had all but vanished but the name ‘Peel’
still remained in the area. Until the 1950s there was still a Peel Causeway road sign on the triangle
of land opposite to the Railway Inn and 151 Ashley Road is called ‘Peel House’. Originally Spring
Road was called Peel Crescent, and Peel Avenue still exists near the traffic lights. The office at the
back of 124 Ashley Road is also called ‘Peel House'.

Before being widened about 1849, the stretch of Ashley Road from the traffic lights to Hale Station
would have been a narrow track. Watkin believed that it might possibly be part of a minor Roman
road from Warrington to Ringway and perhaps on to Alderley Edge and the Pennines where
copper and lead were mined. This is confirmed by Mike Nevell’s findings in The Archaeology of
Trafford. One might also speculate that a Bronze Age timber causeway existed here on Ashley
Road crossing the marsh from a fortification on Bowdon Hill to Alderley Edge, and which the
Romans overlaid with stones. Watkin was more certain of a minor Roman road along the line of
St. John’s Road and Hale Road.

The road from the traffic lights at the bottom of Stamford Road, Bowdon is certainly raised, with the
land falling away down the entries on both sides and evidence of ditches on each side down those
entries, especially on the south side. This raised causeway would be essential to cross from the
well-drained Stamford Road (originally called Sandy Lane) to the equally well-drained Broomfield
Lane on the sand ridge along Hale Road from Warburton to Ringway. Without this raised track the
area would have been impassable and unattractive because of the boggy nature of the land
caused by the underlying clay. The causeway was probably resurfaced several times, eventually
with water-worn cobbles taken from the surrounding glacial drift clay. The cobbles can still be
picked up in gardens and fields in the area.
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The area of Peel Causeway in 1838 between tithe fields 15 and 16, now part of Ashley Road, and
its environs. Four springs emerge from the Spring Bank area, causing the present Hale village
area to be a very marshy place; only solved in about 1868/69 by the creation of a brick culvert
down the present Peel Avenue and across the eastern side of Cooks Cross to the River Bollin.
The Bowdon Hydro was built at the southern end of Cooks Cross and Altrincham Grammar School
was built on The Marsh. Peel Causeway Farm has become Hale railway station. The shaded
area marks the original Spring Bank estate; the present park is field 215. Modern street names are
given.

Field names and occupiers from the Tithe Map of 1838

Field names are always interesting and often give a good clue to the land or its use and can be
obtained from the 1835/41 Altrincham, Bowdon and Hale Tithe Maps and Schedules of the area.
The map above is of the present Hale Village area in 1838 and shows the four streams running out
of Spring Bank which | shall call Spring Bank Brooks. They run across Hale to link together finally
at South Downs Road and run into the River Bollin as Motley Brook. The enclosures of the strips
from open fields around medieval hamlets often resulted in long thin fields or those with names
such as acre, bigg, butt, dale, dole, flatt, furlong, lawnd, loon, loont, platt, rigg, selion, shoot, shott,
shutt, tom, town, and other variations.
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Some fields around Peel Causeway are of interest in its history:-

Altrincham fields & occupiers

Field no. |Field name

Occupier

Near Jenkins Croft

William Warburton

Middle Meadow

William Warburton

Further Meadow

1 Little Charlemoor William Warburton
2 Middle Utley Croft Thomas Walker

3 Further Utley Meadow Thomas Walker

4 Inclosure Peter Leicester

5 Utley Meadow Peter Leicester

6 Inclosure Peter Leicester

7 Round Hey Thomas Walker

8

9

10

William Warburton

212 Charlmoor Field

Peter Leicester

213 House & Garden

Peter Leicester

214 Little Charlemoor

Peter Leicester

215 Great Charlemoor

Peter Leicester

The Hale/Altrincham border at Spring Bank has some splendid Saxon field names containing
Charlemor, meaning ‘Freeman’s land on a barren marsh’ including two Little Charlemoor fields.
Charlmor is from the early Saxon word ceorl, ‘a free peasant or farmer’ and mor ‘a marsh or barren
area’. The word mor indicates common land on clay with freemen having rights to graze and may
indicate a lost Saxon settlement close by.

Peter Leicester lived at Spring Bank House (fields 212-215) and was related to Sir Peter Leycester
the 17" century Cheshire historian from Tabley.

Bowdon fields & occupiers

Field no. |Field name Occupier
36 Cooks Cross Ann Walker
37 Further Cross Ann Walker
38 The Marsh Ann Pimlott
47 Orchard John Clarke
48 Garden Robert Seddon
49 Garden Robert Seddon
50 House & Garden Robert Seddon
51 Garden Robert Seddon
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52 Butty Croft Robert Seddon

53 Butty Croft Robert Seddon

54 House & Garden John Clake

Bowdon fields 48-53 were tenanted in 1841 by Robert Seddon whose family had a worsted mill
here from 1775 to about 1860. Field 54 was Cooks Cross Farm.

Hale fields & occupiers

Field no. |Field name Occupier

15 Cottage and Garden William Wood

16 Cottage and Croft Richard Clarke

17 Buildings Robert Bourne

18 Sand Field Robert Bourne

19 Croft Robert Bourne

20 Ley Field Robert Bourne

21 Well Field Robert Bourne

22 Brick Kiln Robert Bourne

23 Brick Kiln Robert Bourne

24 Croft Robert Bourne

781 Further Utley Field Peter Leicester

782 |Nearer Utley Field Peter Leicester
939 |House & Garden Peter Long
942  |House, Outbuildings & Garden John & Thomas Clark
944  |House Field John & Thomas Clark

Field 17 is Peel Causeway Farm, 939 Rose Cottage and 942 is Ollerbarrow Farm.
Brooks and streams
Concerning brooks, observations from maps and on the ground include:

e The area of Bath Street at the back of Ashley Road down to the railway was originally a
narrow field (4) called Inclosure and contained a spring from Spring Bank. This was
probably too wet to use for grazing and perhaps fenced off for safety and the spring in its
ditch formed the Altrincham/Hale boundary. In the 17th century these narrow wooded fields
were called shaws and were often used for sheltering cattle.

e A second narrow field (6) also called Inclosure ran parallel to the first, half way up
Byrom/Bath/Brown streets where the wide entry is and was recorded by Tarbolton as
wooded. The western end of this field is where a spring and well existed at 17/19
Willowtree Road until about 1930 and the eastern end was where the railway line is now.

e These two springs eventually joined at Cambridge Road and crossed Cecil Road towards
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South Downs Road.

The fields from Spring Road south across the present Altrincham Grammar School for Boys
playing fields towards South Downs Road are Well Field, Little Marsh and Great Marsh and
were known locally as ‘The Marsh’. Clearly Spring Road and the present playing fields
were boggy ground, as one would expect from the lie of the land. ‘Well’ is from Old English
waella, ‘to boil’, hence a spring in Well Field in what is now Spring Road and one resident
reported that in very wet weather springs appeared in the cellars.

Ashley Road formed the boundary between Peel Causeway Farm’s fields (which were
bounded by Ashley Road to South Downs Road and up to the Bowdon boundary running
across the Grammar School fields) and those of Ollerbarrow Farm (whose fields ran from
Ashley Road to Broomfield Lane and Ollerbarrow Road) and a brook is a likely boundary.
There is evidence of the brooks as they approach South Downs Road in terms of more
Marsh Fields and Brook Croft.

All of these brooks join to form Motley Brook which is culverted under South Downs Road
at the bad bends on its way to The River Bollin.

There is an almost continuous straight line of field boundaries running along Heath Road to
South Downs Road, which might indicate the line of a track or path.

The field names along the line of Broomfield Lane are ‘Sand Field’ and two ‘Broom’ fields

indicating dry sandy land.

The origin of the name Peel Causeway

The earliest known causeway in the
world is the Sweet Track in the Somerset
Levels, construction dated to 3,806BC.
This consisted of timber trackways made
from tree trunks laid end-to-end with turf
over followed by split oak planks pegged
on top to form a walkway about one to
three metres wide. From the Bronze
Age, causeways were built across much
of England using this method or simpler
ones of branches and stones and varied
from one to three metres wide.

Watkin reported that around the year
1700 there were many causeways in
Lancashire and Cheshire. He said that
they tended to be narrow footpaths
about two to three feet wide used by
pedestrians and horses with wooden
posts at the edge to prevent carts from
running on them. Some causeways were

Peel Causeway Farm, later Hale station master's
house and currently a vet's practice, with the station to
its right.

wider but un-surfaced tracks would be impassable to carts in winter unless they were frozen,
despite the ruts being filled with pebbles and cinders. Causeways were often built and maintained
by merchants to enable them to trade all year.

According to Alfred Tarbolton the first reference to ‘Peel’ was in 1462 when a Massey owned the
‘Pele at Hale’ and the ‘Pele at Thorley Moor’. Pele is a 14th century form of peel. Thorley Moor
Farm was probably between St. John's Road, Ashley Road and The Downs, Altrincham. The ‘Pele
at Hale’ was probably Hale Farm which was on the west side of the present Queens Road (a 17"
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century farmhouse is still there). The land to the west of Queens Road was thought by Norman
Dore to be the original Saxon settlement of Hale.

Tarbolton said that the first reference to Peel Causeway was in a deed of 1701 when Robert Ashley
took over his father’s Peel Causeway Farm at what is now Hale Station (only the house remains,
currently a Vet’s). According to Dodgson, in 1831 part of Ashley Road was known as Pale
Causeway. Presumably the causeway was from the traffic lights to the station, but conceivably
may have extended further down Ashley Road through the present shops. Equally it could have
extended back to Thorley Moor Farm but this is less likely since the area was on sloping albeit wet
ground.

Tarbolton reported in correspondence with John Macnamara and others in the Manchester Evening
News in 1901/2 that "there had been a brook or drain through Peel Causeway" and "a thatched
farm building in the style of 1700 to 1740 called Peel Way Hall, which was demolished in 1886."
He also said that "from a ditch in front and a mill-race to the rear, Mr. Colley judged that an ancient
stronghold with a moat had stood there."

Tarbolton speculated that the causeway might have been constructed in the 17th century to
connect Thorley Moor Farm with Peel Causeway Farm but my own feeling is that it would be older,
perhaps at least 14th century matching the ages of the farms in the area, but maybe older and
even Roman.

The dictionary definition of ‘peel' is a stake or a fence made of stakes or a (moated) stockade (14th
century); later a fortified tower or keep (16th century). Peel is from Latin palus, palum, Old French
palis, paleis, piel or pel, Old English pal, Middle English pel, a pointed stake or pale, ie something
driven into the ground or a fence of stakes. A ‘paling fence’ and the words ‘palisade’ and ‘pole’
derive from it. Palus then came to mean a palisade or stockade, well attested since the 14th
century. ‘The Pale’ was then used to describe defended but not necessarily enclosed territories, eg
the English-governed Pales in France, the Isle of Man and Dublin, from which comes the phrase
‘beyond the pale’.

In Bowdon a 1702 estate map names the north side of The Devisdale as Old Pails. In some areas
‘pale parks’ were constructed to contain animals, especially deer. Ringway may have been one of
these, the original name being Ringhey, a ringed enclosure. This may well be the meaning in the
case the ‘Pele at Hale’ and the ‘Pele at Thorley Moor’ and that these were stockaded farms.
Norman Dore thought that Peel Causeway might mean ‘the causeway to the stockade’. The idea
of a fortified area, further lead in the 16th century to ‘small castle’ or ‘fortified tower’ as in peel
towers which are mainly in Cumbria, the Scottish Border Country and in the Isle of Man, but also
occur in lowland England. Many of these palisaded sites would also be moated and in Cheshire
‘peel’ has come to mean a moated site (probably originally with a palisade on the inside edge of
the moat). An alternative is that Latin palus can mean a marsh which would fit the surrounding
area.

The word ‘causeway’ was earlier causey or caucie and appears to have been converted to
‘causeway’ through usage. This is a similar process to 'Ringhey' becoming Ringway. The word
‘causey’ is still used in the North of England, Scotland and Wales. It means a raised way across
low, boggy ground or marsh and became to mean a paved way. The word is from Welsh cawsai, a
causeway, originating from Latin calx, limestone. Calciare meant to make a road from limestone or
chalk and compacted limestone still makes one of the best finishing surfaces across wet ground.

It is possible then that, since the Romans presumably constructed the original causeway, they
called it Palus Calx, the ‘staked cobbled way’. Alternatively it may be a combination of Middle
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English pel and Welsh cawsai, perhaps indicating late Celtic or early Saxon origins for the name.
The meaning of ‘Peel Causeway’ may then be:

e The 'causeway across the marsh', or

e The 'causeway to the palisade’ presumably at Peel Causeway Farm and the reference to
‘peel’ may be from pales used to defend the farm; this seems to be the generally accepted
meaning; possibly the causeway could have led on to Ollerbarrow Hall; or

e The 'causeway with stakes at the edge’ or ‘the brushwood causeway'; foot causeways were
usually guarded by wooded stakes to keep carts off them; alternatively if one wanted to
construct a causeway across a wet area one would drive in stakes or pales at the edge of
the proposed track to contain any brushwood and stones put down; or

e The causeway to the palisaded and moated site, presumably again Peel Causeway Farm
at the present Hale Station since Tarbolton believed this to have been moated and possibly
Ollerbarrow Hall at the bottom of Leigh Road which is known to have been a moated site;
there are several other moated sites called ‘peel’ in Cheshire; or

e The causeway to the territorial area, presumably Hale (west of the present Hale Barns); or

o The causeway to the palisaded fort, presumably at Castle Hill, Ringway; or

e The causeway to the lord's palisaded hunting ground, ie Ringway.

Because of its likely Roman origins, | would like to think that the first is the favourite with the next a
close second because of the many references to Peels in Cheshire at old farm sites, many
moated.

In terms of Ollerbarrow Hall, the 1897
Ordnance Survey map shows that the
original 14th century Ollerbarrow Hall/Farm,
to which the present building at the bottom of
Leigh Road was a 1740 addition, was
situated at the bottom of Cambridge Road
where numbers 221 to 227 Ashley Road are,
and it was known to have been moated.

Peel Road, Hale was built at the bottom of
the orchard belonging to Hale Farm, which
may be the 1462 reference to the Pele at
Hale mentioned by Tarbolton, so perhaps
that too was palisaded and/or moated.

However it is possible that the name came
from Peel Causeway or from Sir Robert Ollerbarrow Hall and Farm from the 1876 OS map

Peel. superimposed on a modern map.

Farms and manor houses would have been

moated for defence from Saxon times. Moats are nearly always on clay land and came into
fashion in the 12th century. They may have been stockaded because of threats from the wars or
because of feuds with neighbours. In 1315 there was major famine in Europe due to three years’
torrential rain causing families to fight each other and cannibalism took place. Civil strife continued
throughout the 14th and 15th centuries when there was local feuding. All of this may have been a
cause of defended farms in the area but later they would be a status symbol and used for practical
reasons: to provide drainage of the site, as a ready source of water to put out fires, for rearing fish
and ducks. The threat of Civil War in 1642 again caused Hale families to fortify their houses
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against the coming war if they could.

In addition to the several references to ‘peel’ properties in the immediate area of Hale including the
Pele at Thorley Moor, the Pele at Hale, Peel Way Hall and Peel Causeway Farm, there are many
other references to ‘peel in the wider area. Some of these are still moated sites such as Peel Hall
in Wythenshawe and Peel Moat in Heaton Moor. Peel Hall was a fortified house with a moat
known as the Peele or Pele of Etchells and the 14th century bridge over the moat still exists. Until
1969 there was also Stone Pale Hall in Wythenshawe with stone palings from Derbyshire. There
are many other ‘peel’ streets in Greater Manchester, some of which may be associated with
fortified sites but may also refer to Robert Peel.

There are also other ‘peels’ in current Cheshire place names such as Horton-cum-Peel and Peel
Hall near Tarvin, Old and New Pale Farms at Delamere (named from a deer fence), Peel Farm
near Congleton, Peelhall Farm at Antrobus, Peel Hall at Warrington, and in field names such as
Pele Hey and Pele Croft near Warrington. There was also the ‘Peel and the Mote of Great
Moreton’ near Little Moreton Hall in the 14th century. Walter Scott’s novel Red Gauntlet, written in
1824 mentions ‘Old Peel-the-Causeway’: Maybe this was the present Hale village since he was a
friend of the Hale Barns Hibbert-Wares and may have known the Altrincham area, or possibly there
are other Peel Causeways.

There are Peel Terraces in Higher Downs on Thorley Moor Farm land, and one now demolished on
Victoria Street and these and other references in the first half of the 19th century are probably to
Sir Robert Peel, who was born at Bury, reformed the Police Force in the 1820s and was Prime
Minister from 1834-35 and 1841-46.

The alternative meaning of Latin palus is mud, swamp, marsh, pool or lake which would fit the area
but the word ‘paludal’ meaning ‘relating to marshes’ didn’t come into the English language until the
19th century, so this can be discounted as a source.

The boggy nature of the Peel Causeway area until 1868

Due to the underlying clay, springs
emerge from all sides of the sandy
Bowdon Hill in Bowdon Vale, Oldfield
Brow, Altrincham and Hale and would be
a reason for settlements being located
around the edge of the hill rather than in
the wet lower lands.

In trying to envisage what the Hale area
looked like a few hundred years ago
there are some pointers:

e The Altrincham/Bowdon
boundary goes west up Ashley

Road from Hale Station, over the ]
traffic lights and runs at the back An 18th century cottage in Garner Close off Stamford

of Spring Bank, making use of Road, Bowdon, part of the Hollybank site where a
the dry causeway and avoiding worsted mill was developed in 1775; at that time what
the marshy area below Spring is now Langham Road passed behind it as setts and
Bank. From old maps the stretch ~ continued as a track behind Spring Bank.
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of Ashley Road below Spring Bank was a track across fields and on the 1835 Altrincham
Tithe Map the route southwards from Altrincham passed at the back of Spring Bank and on
to Langham Road and Moss Farm at the end of Marlborough Road by going along what is
now Garner Close off Stamford Road, Bowdon.

There are springs all along the bottom of Spring Bank and Bowdon Hill on Ashley Road and
at least four flow towards Hale. One spring was tapped by the Victorians in what are now
the back gardens of 17/19 Willowtree Road where there was a blue-tiled well until 1930
when that side of the road began to be built up. The well was used to supply some of the
Bowdon houses and locals remembered a spring here. This spring ran across to Victoria
Road along a field boundary where a very narrow wood is marked on the 1838 Hale Tithe
map and called ‘Inclosure’ and known as Coppice Wood. The route is still indicated by the
wide entry running down Byrom, Bath and Brown Streets, which have a series of manholes.
There was a large tree, demolished in 2001, growing at the back of the terrace of houses in
Willowtree Road probably pre-dating the houses and on the line of the field. The back entry
running the length of those houses has a considerable kink in it near the conjectured brook
route and may reflect another field boundary. A map of 1876 shows a spring going east
towards the Victoria Road area and until the railway was built it would have been used to
irrigate the Bowdon Nursery, which existed until 1874 between the present Victoria Road
and Albert Road.

Tarbolton reported that until 1868 another spring ran in an open ditch from where the
depression lies in Spring Bank at the Ashley Road/Stamford Road junction across Ashley
Road and through the gardens of the houses called Salhouse (the ‘sal’ may be a reference
to willow but in 1898 it was called Linkvretten, in 1908 Rosenau and in 1910 Blumenau),
and Anne Style, numbers 97 and 103 Ashley Road, and can be heard to run near the
cellars. The spring ran across Willowtree Road where until 1980 there were two ancient
willow trees at the top of the Hale Cinema car park in Willowtree Road (the area of flats
between number 52 Willowtree Road and Ashley Road) and more willow trees at the
bottom of the car park against Bath Street. The cinema was built on the site of a pond and
the boiler house used to flood and had a pump running continuously. The cellars in houses
at this end of Willowtree Road also occasionally flooded. Bath Street is known to be wet
and cellars in Claremont Place on Ashley Road used to flood occasionally, as did the road
in the area of Hale Station when there were downpours. The spring followed the
Altrincham/Hale boundary to the north of the houses in Ashley Road and crossed Peel
Causeway where the station is now. This is marked on the 1897 OS map and often
boundaries ran along the line of brook. Spring water then must have originally run from
Spring Bank down the left-hand side of Ashley Road towards Bath Street and Hale Station
to the left of the raised road. The line of manholes in Bath Place and Brown Street mark
the line of the brook. A local resident reported that when a land mine went through
Weetman’s cart in the war at the back of 145a Ashley Road but didn’t explode, it went into a
stream which actually moved the bomb slightly before it was removed. Tarbolton’s
descriptions indicated that there was a ford at Peel Causeway Farm, which had a large
pond, fed by this brook and may have been moated. It has been said that the railway
crossings at Hale are prone to settlement due to water running underneath and they have
to sit on a raft of concrete. The brook then went on towards the Bollin and it was reported
by a Mr Rowland Fletcher that in 1851 it was fordable as it crossed Ashley Road near to the
present Cambridge Road.

The bottom of Victoria Road was known locally as Slutch or Slutchy Lane up to the last war,
‘slutch’ being Cheshire dialect for ‘mud’. This was probably brought about by the building of
the railway to Hale from 1859 causing the route from Altrincham along Ashley Road into
Broomfield Lane to be diverted. The way to Hale Barns then involved going over the
railway crossings and turning left up the present Victoria Road. This route would be neither
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sandy (like Stamford Road and the upper part of Broomfield Lane) nor surfaced (like Ashley
Road) and was probably a dirt track. In addition, as described above, a small brook
probably came from the Brown Street area and ran down half of Victoria Road until the
railway came. Victoria and Albert Roads were built from the early 1870s, much later than
the railway, but not surfaced for some years. For comparison, the southern end of Cecil
Road and all of Marlborough Road were unmade dirt roads until the late 1950s.

Tarbolton reported in correspondence with local architect and councillor John Macnamara
and others in the Manchester Evening News in 1901/2 that until 1868 a brook ran down the
Spring Road or southern side of Ashley Road in the form of an open ditch, although there
must have been some diversion of the flow to build the railway in 1959-62. He reported
that "there had been a brook or drain through Peel Causeway" and "a thatched farm
building in the style of 1700 to 1740 called Peel Way Hall, which was demolished in 1886."
Some of these springs are marked on the 1897 OS map. From other descriptions Peel
Way Hall must have been on the site of the present 124 Ashley Road, Hale. As already
reported he also said that "from a ditch in front and a millrace to the rear, Mr. Colley judged
that an ancient stronghold with a moat stood there."

Further Tarbolton reported that "in the cottages where Langham Road then turned in by
Hollybank, prior to 1820/30 a small Thread and Bobbin Factory was worked by a stream
which found its way into the Spring Bank Brook." In 1774 a Robert Seddon married Phebe
Clarke in Bowdon and the following year a Robert Seddon Senior leased land in Bowdon
from Lord Stamford, presumably Hollybank (EGR14/2/5/60 in the Stamford Papers). In
Brosters Guide to Altrincham of 1782 there is a Robert Seddon, woolcomber, listed as living
in the Altrincham area. The 1793 trade directory shows a worsted mill in Bowdon run by
Robert Seddon, presumably the same person and at the Hollybank site. The mill would
have needed water to wash and dye the wool, and to turn a mill-wheel. Burials in Bowdon
Church archives show that a Robert Seddon died in 1806, confirmed by his will. Tarbolton
also reports two cottages on the Hollybank site in the 19th century on an old brickfield, one
being the present 4 Garner Close which is a small late 18th century farmhouse which still
has a cobbled way just to its west which is the remains of the original Langham Road line.
In 1838 a Robert Seddon, the grandson of the above, leased all of the fields on the
southern side of Stamford Road from the traffic lights almost to Bowdon Church and this is
probably where water was collected from a spring somewhere between Bowdon Church
and Langham Road. A head of water was probably stored in a pond on the site of Heald
Road where a pool is known to have existed in the mid-19th century (see Ingham and
Nickson), presumably artificial due to the sandy soil. Interestingly one meaning of ‘heald’ is
from Old English hefeld, Old Norse hafald, the threads of the warp or the lashes holding
them for weaving and a ‘heald knitter’ was a not uncommon occupation producing a jersey-
type of fabric by machine. Heald is also a common surname. Here it almost certainly
means a steep slope from Old English helde. There is also a Robert Seddon listed in the
1824, 1828, 1834, 1853 and 1858 trade directories who had a woollen yard on Sandy Lane,
Bowdon and was a worsted manufacturer, again the grandson of the original Robert
Seddon. Perhaps the mill gradually converted to producing bobbins for cotton mills when
the woollen trade declined from about 1800 (there were five cotton-spinning mills in
Altrincham by then).

Although there is no sign of a brook now out of Bowdon Hill, there is evidence of the lower
reaches of a stream between Ashley Road and Spring Road where a five-feet deep ditch
still runs at the back of the even-numbered houses on the south side. These were named
Willow Bank by the builder, Charles Holt when built in 1849, perhaps implying that there
were willows on that side of Ashley Road; willow trees like flowing water. From the size of
the present ditch much more water flowed down this south side of Ashley Road than on the
north side. This spring joined up with the two springs traversing Willowtree Road to Victoria
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Road, which went on down the odd-numbered side of Ashley Road, to Ollerbarrow Farm at
the bottom of Leigh Road.

The Bowdon Hotel on Langham Road, Bowdon was originally a very large building called
the The Bowdon Hydropathic Establishment (known locally as ‘The Hydro’) built by Samuel
Kenworthy and Thomas Warrington in 1871 as Malvern House (named after the first water-
cure centre in England opened in 1842 in Malvern, Worcestershire). This was a spa and
electrical treatment centre and some years ago when an extension was built at the back, a
very large capped well was uncovered which originally fed a tank in the roof. The well itself
was fed by a spring out of Bowdon Hill and excess water would have then have run across
the present Altrincham Grammar School playing fields to South Downs Road. Tarbolton
also says that the Peel Causeway stream, "after linking up with various tributaries was
jJoined in South Downs Road by another streamlet coming from the direction of the Bowdon
Hydropathic Establishment." Next to the Hydro at the top of the public footpath was Cook’s
Cross which may have been on a crossroads where water was available to animals. There
were also several ponds around the Grammar School, especially in Marlborough Road, that
may have been linked to springs and reflected brick making in the area.

The name of Ollerbarrow Farm probably indicates that there were alder trees growing at the
bottom of Leigh Road and possibly all along what is now Ashley Road. ‘Oller’ is Old
English oler meaning 'alder', and ‘barrow’ can mean ‘grove’ or ‘wooded hill from Old
English bearu or it could mean a burial mound. Alder trees grow in boggy ground, usually
where there is a slow movement of water and there may have been a grove of them, not
just a few. According to Dodgson, Ollerbarrow Farm may have been mentioned in the 14th
century as "two acres covered with alder." Alder was also called ‘clogwood’ because of its
suitability for clog soles, especially in Wales.

The evidence reported by Tarbolton was that Ashley Road from Hale Station through the
shops in the early 19th century was a 'rough track' or 'a narrow road which ran alongside
the brook' and in practice from the lie of the land this was probably a marshy track difficult
in winter. The 1882 25-inch Ordnance Survey map shows the area between Ashley Road
and Cecil Road as marshy. The 1897 OS map shows springs running from the present
Hale Station area down behind the shops on both sides of Ashley Road to Leigh Road.
Here the northern brook crosses over from Ollerbarrow Farm to New Farm to join the other
and goes south to the railway then south-west to Motley Brook on South Downs Road.
Walking down this part of Ashley Road there are still depressions behind shops on both
sides up to Westgate. Tarbolton’s 1911 sketch map from his book The Story of Peel
Causeway also indicates the remains of a ditch roughly from the bottom of Cambridge
Road crossing into what is now Crescent Road, down the snicket to Cecil Road, and across
Cecil Road and the fields behind Greenside Drive towards Motley Brook on South Downs
Road. About 100 yards of this ditch still exists behind ‘The Donkey Pitch’, which is the
south-eastern part of the Altrincham Grammar School playing fields and the ditch is still five
feet deep and 15 feet across. The ditch then joined the other arm of the spring from Spring
Bank crossing the Grammar School playing fields and became Motley Brook where the dip
and sharp bends are on South Downs Road.

The springs out of Spring Bank were partially culverted in 1868, which enabled the present
Hale Village area to be drained and houses built from 1870. At this time most of the water
was probably diverted down Peel Avenue to where the Grammar School Scout Hut is,
across the Altrincham Grammar School playing fields to South Downs Road and then on to
Motley Brook and the river Bollin. However according to the Stamford records in John
Rylands Library, the culverting of an open ditch between Ashley Road and the railway was
still taking place in 1901. There was a ditch, which marked the Hale/Bowdon boundary
running across the Grammar School playing fields until about 1920 when, according to
Norman Dore's Alfrincham Grammar School for Boys 1912-1962, the school expanded its
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fields in two stages to Heath Road and this part of the ditch was culverted. Both arms of
the brook must have always existed from the considerable depression of Motley Brook
before and after it crosses South Downs Road. It would seem that a substantial amount of
water sometimes ran through the area, both down Ashley Road and across the Altrincham
Grammar School playing fields. No doubt the main stream running through Hale was
deepened and became the town ditch. Main sewers were laid in 1879, separate from the
surface water culvert and perhaps this explains why much of Hale has surface water drains
separate from foul drains, unlike Altrincham. In 1894 the Bowdon Local Board of Health
proposed that a new sewer be run from the Langham Road/Stamford Road/Ashley Road
junction across to Bow Lane and the 1882 sewer beds at Poolbank Farm but this never
materialised. It was as late as 1902 before the old open ditches between Ashley Road and
the railway were converted to surface water drains.

Buildings in Hale 1838 to 1851

Tarbolton’s book The Story of Peel Causeway is a valuable source of information on the area. The
book is a reprint from a series of articles in the Altrincham and Bowdon Guardian in 1929 but many
of the details had been published under the title of Chapters for Hale Fellows in the Guardian in
1908, in letters to the Manchester Evening News and finally in his unpublished and substantial
History of Hale of about 1932. His descriptions vary slightly but his records and the 1838 Tithe
Map indicate buildings in the following locations in the immediate area of the present Ashley Road
in the 1840s:

Two or three thatched buildings with their gable end to Peel Causeway and facing east
on to a cartway, leading to land at the back with gardens along the cartway, the present
entry between numbers 124 and 126 Ashley Road. One building was known as Peel Way
Hall and was a farm with a ditch and millrace. Presumably Peel Way Hall would have been
furthest away from Ashley Road on the line of the brook. The others were cottages and all
had gardens. This land is probably field (16), the Cottage and Croft on the tithe map when
Richard Clarke lived there in 1838. John Clarke, possibly Richard’s brother, who was born
in 1817 at Cook’s Cross Farm on Langham Road and who was in charge of Bowdon Day
School about 1840, started his own school in the cottage nearest to Ashley Road about
1843 before being appointed to Hale Barns from 1845 to 1890 and died in 1892.

A row of cottages of about 1835 behind where the present shops and the Railway Inn
are, from about number 112 to 144 Ashley Road, perhaps as many as 20 in all, not on the
tithe map, later known as Poplar Grove. One of these was incorporated into the Railway
Inn and some were demolished to build the three-storey shops but seven still exist behind
numbers 116 to 124, now converted to offices.

Three thatched cottages around Bath Place which fronted Peel Causeway. One was
marked as Cottage and Garden (15) on the map when William Wood was living there and
had a garden running up to Willowtree Road. It was demolished in 1901 when the present
shops to the west of Bath Place were built. A second cottage existed to the east of Bath
Place with a garden running to Hale View when George Amery who had lost a leg by a
canon ball at Waterloo and was a basket maker; he died about 1859 and his son continued
the business. A third was where Hale View is and had a shippon and its garden extending
east to Broomfield Lane and here lived James Gresty who kept a cow or two. Both
cottages were demolished about 1862 to build Midland View and Hale View. The ditch from
Spring Bank crossed Peel Causeway between the second and third of these cottages and
fed a pond at Peel Causeway Farm.

Peel Causeway Farm (the present building is mid 17th century), its outbuildings, orchard
and meadow were where Hale Station is now. Tarbolton reported that the farmer in 1838
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was Robert Bowne (the 1838 Tithe Apportionments confirm this and he was still there in the
1850s), and that the farm was called Peel Hall Farm at that time. The area of the
causeway around the farm had been cobbled.

¢ Rose Cottage, a detached house and outbuildings on the site of Number 161 Ashley Road,
on the left just past what was a bank at the bottom of Victoria Road, in which Peter Long
who was a tanner and carrier, lived; adjacent was a pair of semi-detached cottages.

e Ollerbarrow Hall and its outbuildings between Leigh Road and Cambridge Road, most of
which were demolished in 1906 leaving just the 1740 farm building at the bottom of Leigh
Road. In 1838 Thomas and John Clarke were farming there as the Clarkes had done since
the mid-18th century.

¢ A black and white thatched cottage opposite to Cambridge Road, demolished in 1895, in
a field called ‘Buildings and Garden’ (39). The lower storey was sandstone similar to
Bowdon Church and the upper showed oak beams.

The buildings in fields (15) and (16) are on elongated pieces of land clinging to the causeway.
Peel Causeway Farm was on the edge of the causeway and on the edge of Sand Field so must
have had reasonable drainage. Ollerbarrow Farm was at the bottom of a gentle slope between
Leigh Road and Cambridge Road and probably had reasonable drainage on the deep sand and
access to a spring for drinking water.

Ollerbarrow Hall/lFarm and Bank Hall
were still moated at the start of the 20th
century and Tarbolton said that Peel
Way Hall was also moated. It is
possible that Thorley Moor Farm, Peel
Causeway Farm and Hale Field Farm
were also stockaded and/or moated
since they are associated with the word
‘peel’. It may be that all of the farms in
the area were stockaded and/or moated
for the practical storage of water and to
demonstrate wealth, if not for defence.

The seven old cottages now used as
offices etc at the back of 116 to 124
Ashley Road probably date from about
1835-40 and are too late to appear on
the tithe map. They were known as
Poplar Grove, and face the line of the
old brook and may have been added to a line of older thatched cottages. Originally there were at
least two more behind 112/114 Ashley Road, and others behind 128 to 144, possibly 20 cottages in
all. Access was down five entries, one now built over between 100 and 112 Ashley Road plus
entries from what is now Spring Road and from Peel Avenue. There were seven families in these
houses in 1851, mainly single people and still seven before the 1914-18 War. The cottages were
probably part of the row demolished in 1855 which were themselves demolished in 1880 to build
the three-storey shops. When built, they had a reasonable view over the stream with a field
beyond with donkeys in it and a well. The presence of Poplar Grove may explain why Charles Holt
built numbers 100 to 118 Ashley Road with no front gardens, implying that here Poplar Grove
houses existed behind numbers 100 to 110. In 1904 Henry Gibbon at number 124 converted two
of these cottages into a workshop and two more into stables.

What remains of Poplar Grove today; the remaining
seven 1835 houses have been converted into offices;
originally there may have been as many as 20, they
overlooked a brook to the south, and beyond that a
marshy field where their well was, now Spring Road.
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Local builder and property owner Alan Gibbons believed that a road may have passed the front of
the Poplar Grove houses originally and if so they would have running water at their doorstep and
that is where Peel Way Hall would have been. Another local says that Poplar Grove originally
emerged with a sign on to Spring Road at the entry opposite the side of the Cheshire Midland.
Some of these old cottages were altered in 2003 from workshops to become offices.

Tracks in the Hale Area

The likely effect on travel over of the boggy ground surrounding Peel Causeway in the early 19th
century would be:

There would be a good track down Peel Causeway from Sandy Lane (now Stamford Road,
Bowdon) to Peel Causeway Farm (now Hale Station), and on up Broomfield Lane through
to Hale Barns.

Although it is shown on Burdett's map of 1777 and the 1838 Tithe Map, the present Ashley
Road through the shops at that time must have been nearly impassable in winter because
of the marsh, with Ollerbarrow Farm sitting on the edge on drier sandy land. Alfred
Tarbolton describes it as a ‘muddy lane’ even in 1885 when he moved to number 251
Ashley Road with his new wife. The moat at Ollerbarrow Hall could have been fed from the
Leigh Road/Cambridge Road area but more likely it would have been from the boggy brook
which ran down Ashley Road.

To the south of Hale Station is a naturally raised ridge, Heath Road named after the Heath
Field it ran through, and perhaps on to Ashley Heath (which was the area between Ashley
Mill and South Downs Road). The 1874 Ordnance Survey map shows that Heath Road
continued as a track almost to South Downs Road probably basically servicing New Farm’s
fields but the Tithe map shows several buildings along the Hale/Bowdon boundary.
According to local testimony, until the 1930s a footpath continued on to South Downs Road,
emerging between Southwold and Hurstdene/Oak Lyn (now Pheasant Rise) where the
sharp bends are at Motley Brook. This may have originated as a way from Peel Causeway
Farm and New Farm (which was situated to the south of Hale Bowling Green on Ashley
Road) to Ashley Mill via Motley Bank.

A dry access to Ollerbarrow Hall/Farm would have been down Cambridge Road, which
shows as a track from Hale Field Farm on Queens Road, or across from the New Farm
area via a short causeway. This causeway is likely anyway to give Ollerbarrow Farm
access to Ashley Mill and part of the track probably still exists between Ashley Road and
Cecil Road as a passage next to the Bowling Green.

19th century maps show that the access to New Farm was from Heath Road, then called
Clegg’s Lane. Heath Road would have formed the access route from Peel Causeway Farm
to its fields, which were centred on the New Farm area. New Farm was built in 1860 and
was financed by the railway company because of the closure of Peel Causeway Farm in
order to build Hale Station. New Farm was built conveniently half way along Peel
Causeway Farm’s fields and soon afterwards in 1868 the land was drained by diverting all
of the springs out of Spring Bank, enabling houses to be built along this stretch of Ashley
Road from about 1875.

Further pointers to the older tracks include:

Heath Road is in line with the southern section of South Downs Road and it is conjectured
that this was the original way from Peel Causeway to Ashley across relatively dry ground,
either via Motley Bank or Ashley Mill Lane North.

The Old Bleeding Wolf Farm/Inn was at right angles to the present building, facing Ashley
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and situated on Heather Road rather than Ashley Road when rebuilt in late Victorian times.
Heather Road is in effect an extension of Park Road (which was called Dob Lane).

e The road to Ashley over the Bollin bridge crosses field boundaries whereas Ashley Mill
Lane North doesn’t and it is likely that the Bollin was forded a bit nearer to Ashley Mill.

e One old route from Knutsford to Altrincham was via Rostherne and Ashley, avoiding the
gradient up the Dunham Road and avoiding turnpike tolls.

Summary of Peel Causeway findings

The Name ‘Peel Causeway may date
from Roman times but the first mention is
in the 15th century and is derived mainly
from the Latin words palus, a stake, and
calx, pebbles or limestone. It may have
referred to the track between the present
traffic lights at the bottom of Stamford
Road, Bowdon and the present Hale
Station and indicated ‘the causeway to
the palisaded farm’, ie Peel Causeway
Farm, now the site of Hale Station. It
may however mean a track leading to a
palisaded look-out and defensive tower,
as in the Scottish Borders.

The line of the brook running out of Bowdon Hill, at
The Roads up to about 1868 in the the back of Ashley Road shops from Peel Avenue
present Hale Village area were: looking down Pennington's entry to their workshops
and towards Poplar Grove; the garage on the left

e Peel Causeway leading east from incorporates a stone plaque labelled 'Hale Terrace
Bowdon to Broomfield Lane and 71849’ from the original terrace of four houses erected
on to Hale Barns. The causeway /n 1849 where the Railway Inn is after it was rebuilt in
itself would stretch from Spring 71927.

Bank to the west end of
Broomfield Lane at its junction with Victoria Road.

e South Downs Road linking the several farms on Langham Road below Bowdon Church with
Moss Farm and the Park Road and Bankhall farms and Ashley.

o Park Road (Dob Lane) leading east from Old Farm (still on Hill Top Drive) and Yew Tree
Farm (where Birchfields is now) to the Old Bleeding Wolf Farm and to Moss Farm on South
Downs Road.

e Bankhall Lane (Nunnery Lane) running east from Hale Barns and Bank Hall Farm to Ashley
Heath Farm (now The Old House on South Downs Road) and Ashley Mill.

The Tracks up to about 1868 in the present Hale Village area may have been:

e Thorley Moor Lane linking Thorley Moor Farm (opposite to St. John’s Church) going behind
Spring Bank to Hollybank at Garner Close then along Marlborough Road to Moss Farm on
South Downs Road and on to Ashley Mill.

e Heath Road linking Peel Causeway Farm (and later New Farm) with Ashley Mill and Ashley.

e Ollerbarrow Road and Cambridge Road linking Hale Field Farm with Ollerbarrow Farm/Hall
(and possibly on to Ashley Mill).

Thus it is conceivable that the original road/track from Altrincham south through Peel Causeway to
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Ashley would have gone:

e South behind Spring Bank and turned east down Stamford Road and over the traffic lights
into Ashley Road; then

o East down Ashley Road to Hale Station (this was the section called Peel Causeway), then

e Turned south up Heath Road to South Downs Road and on to Ashley Heath and Ashley.

It is interesting that Heath Road was considered for a main road to Ashley after the railway came to
Hale and caused delays at the level crossings.

In addition an ancient track may have run in a fairly straight line from Bowdon Church to the south
via Ashley Mill, by-passing Peel Causeway.

The draining of the area by the Spring Bank to Motley Brook drain in 1868 enabled the present
Ashley Road shopping area to be developed (as houses), before which there would be little call for
this part of Ashley Road. House building started about 1870 in the shopping area and in 1875 on
the corner of Warwick Road. The track which became Bower Road, pre-dated that part of Ashley
Road from St. Peter’s Church to the Bleeding Wolf.

Springs ran in ditches down both sides of Ashley Road from Bowdon Hill and Spring Bank to Hale
Station, the northern one forming the boundary between Hale and Altrincham. On the south side
there appears to have been sufficient water to drive Seddon's worsted mill at Hollywood/Garner
Close on Stamford Road, Bowdon from 1775 and a water wheel at Peel Way Hall, now 124 Ashley
Road. The water continued down both sides of Ashley Road in a south-easterly direction to
Ollerbarrow Farm at Leigh Road after which the northerly branch ran over to join the southerly one
at New Farm. At this point the ditch ran in a southerly direction down Crescent Road, possibly
associated with the snicket between Cecil and Crescent roads. It then continued over Cecil Road
probably through the post-war houses at about number 114 into the Donkey Pitch on the south-
eastern part of Altrincham Grammar School playing fields where it can still be seen as a deep, wide
ditch running between big ash and oak trees (and which is a Site of Special Scientific Interest). It
then continued to become Motley Brook on South Downs Road.

In addition a spring probably ran out of Bowdon Hill near the present Bowdon Hotel (originally the
Bowdon Hydropathic Establishment) and ran across the Grammar School playing fields in an open
ditch which formed the Hale/Bowdon boundary. It joined the one from Ashley Road at South
Downs Road to form Motley Brook which flows into the Bollin just west of Ashley Mill.

Most of these springs were diverted in 1868 into one brook in the ditch across the Grammar School
playing fields, being culverted over to cross Ashley Road, later fully culverted in 1920 across the
grammar school playing fields almost down to the Bollin. From the size of the present ditch and
pond behind the Donkey Pitch and that still visible at Pheasant Rise off South Downs Road, it
would seem that at times a good volume of water flowed. Even where there is only a shallow slope
the ditches are still five feet deep and fifteen feet across although they may in part be artificial.
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Issues remaining

Perhaps most farms were stockaded and moated in the 15th century, explaining the
reference to ‘Pele’ in Peel Causeway, Hale Field and Thorley Moor (and others in
Manchester and Cheshire). More research is needed.

Peel Causeway may have run from the traffic lights at Spring Bank to Peel Causeway Farm
(at Hale Station) or continued to Ollerbarrow Hall (at Leigh Road). Excavations may
possibly help but most evidence will have been destroyed by building work.

There is no mention of Poplar Grove in the records before 1900. There may be some
confusion about which way the 1830s cottages previously on the site of the present 140 to
144 Ashley Road faced. It is likely that they were all part of Poplar Grove and faced south
and were listed as Ashley Road in census records. It is probable that the present Poplar
Grove is part of a long row of cottages on the edge of the brook, which road came out on to
Spring Road where the present entry is next to the offices before number 2. Some of these
cottages were rebuilt in 1855 and demolished in 1880 to build the shops at 136 to 144
Ashley Road. Poplar Grove is not shown on the 1838 Tithe Map of Hale which may point to
its being nearer 1840. More research into the Stamford Papers may be useful.
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The Victorian development of Peel Causeway

~— Pond
.._'.____Brook

ko)

y /S

ol
5§
> /8
/&
(v
~J

Peel Causeway in 1850 with current house numbers; Hollybank was where the 1775 worsted mill
was situated; the pond to the east of Spring Bank was where Hale Cinema was built; Peel
Causeway Farm became Hale Stationmaster's house, currently a vet's practice; the 'Rabbit Hole'
was one of several entrances to Poplar Grove, one now built over.

Peel Causeway 1830s to 1849

Before 1849 there were only a couple of dozen buildings in Peel Causeway, some of which still
remain, and the railway had not yet reached the area. However from 1849 building took off down
Peel Causeway, which became a village in itself. Many of the facilities necessary to sustain life
were then produced locally.

In 1849 Charles Holt bought the south side of Peel Causeway (80 to 118 Ashley Road) and built
Willow Bank, 80 to 98, 80 to 88 first. He then built ten houses with shop fronts, numbers 100 to
118. This is presumably Charles Holt, Builder and Timber Merchant of Altrincham. Samuel Brown
bought the rest of the south side to Spring Road and built Hale Terrace, 126 to 132, again in 1849,
now the site of the Railway Inn.
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John Siddeley’s Peel Causeway Brewery which
operated from 1866 to 1908 for sale. They
brewed 'Siddeley’s Purge', recreated for the
Millennium celebrations at the Railway Inn
opposite; the brewery had developed on the
triangle of land opposite to the Railway Inn from
a house built in 1851 which by 1853 had
become a beer house, but by 1900 the brewery
was regarded as an eyesore and Hale Council
bought it in 1908 with the intention of
demolishing it and extending Brown Street
through to Heath Road and Ashley Heath to
avoid hold-ups at the railway crossings but the
road scheme never materialised (Cheshire
Record Office).

In 1863 Holt built The Willows, 125 Ashley Road, next to Willowtree Road for himself. Thomas
Buck a builder of Bowdon built Claremont Place, a terrace of five houses, next door, again in 1863,
and lived in number 143. East of Bath Place (then known as Buck’s Entry and much narrower)
Buck also built nine cottages he called Midland Terrace in 1863. Again in 1863 John Calderbank
built the four cottages to east of Midland Terrace called Hale View. Five of the Midland Terrace
cottages were converted into three shops in 1901 at the same time that the shops were built to the

left of Bath Place.

Early Builders in Peel Causeway

A summary of the development of buildings in Peel Causeway can be seen in the following tables:

Property Builder Year | Notes

Ashley Road

80-88 Charles Holt 1849 |Willow Bank

90-98 Charles Holt 1849 |Willow Bank

100-110 Charles Holt 1850

112-118 Charles Holt ??

120-124 ?? 1894 |Weetman's until 2003

126-132 Samuel Brown 1849 |Hale Terrace, now the Railway Inn
134-144 Joseph Owen 1855 |replaced by shops 1888 by Berry
The Willows Charles Holt 1863 |for himself

137-145 Thomas Buck 1863 |Claremont Place

147-149 Thomas Buck 1901 |to the west of Bath Place
Midland Terrace | Thomas Buck 1863 |9 cottages

Hale View John Calderbank 1863 |4 cottages

Spring Road

2-4 Joseph Owen 1855
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6-10 Samuel Brown 1855

12-26 Charles Holt 1855

In 1850 there were reported to be donkeys in a field behind 128 Ashley Road, probably until Spring
Road was begun in 1855 (initially called Peel Crescent). Tarbolton described the area of the
Railway Inn as a "miniature Champs Elysée." However James Johnson built a house in 1851 on
the triangle of land opposite to The Railway Inn, sold it to Piers Lomax, a blacksmith who used it as
a beer house. In 1860 John Henry Wright described as a brewer and beer retailer was in the
property and eventually in 1866 Siddeley & Kent bought the house and extended the brewery.

Peel Causeway from the 1851 census

Name Occupation Notes

Amery Basket Maker Cottage east of Bath Place
Berry, John Gardener & coachman Hale Terrace

Bourne, Robert Farmer of 80 acres Peel Causeway Farm
Broadhurst, Maria

Coxon, Thomas Bricklayer Poplar Grove possibly
Gresty, Mary Landed proprietor Cottage where Hale View is
Halford, Peter Tanner & coachman Hale Terrace

Lowe, John Linen merchant Willow Bank

Royle, David Agricultural labourer Poplar Grove possibly
Royle, George Agricultural labourer Poplar Grove possibly
Walker, Alice Landed proprietor Willow Bank

Whittaker, Charles Bricklayer Poplar Grove possibly
Wood, William Wheelwright Cottage west of Bath Place

The heads of the household are taken from the 1851 Local Census. Only a couple of the new
houses were occupied by 1851 (in Willow Bank).

James Berry is said to have opened a grocer’s shop by 1851 but he is not in the census; he was
also a rate collector. John Charles Holt, the builder of Willow Bank, was living there in 1851 but is
not in the census.

Between 1851 and 1900 there was much reorganisation of the Peel Causeway shops area with the
Railway Tavern incorporating another two cottages at the front (128 to 132) and one at the back.
About 1855 Joseph Owen pulled down the 1830s cottages at numbers 140 to 144 to build shops
and houses to rent. He was living at the time at the White Cottage, Park Road, Bowdon and was a
decorator by trade. These in turn were demolished in 1888 by William Berry, the blacking
manufacturer who lived on the corner of Charcoal Road, Bowdon to build the substantial three-
storey shops still remaining.
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Peel Causeway from the 1861 census

No. Occupier Occupation Notes
138 John Halford, later Stationer & Post Office Later moved to Victoria Road
Henry Hallam

140 |Charles Whittaker |Licencee of beer house

142 William Johnson Tailor (previously in the southern two Started the Peel Street Mission on
of three cottages on the site c1854) Hale Road; later Schofields
Builder, father of William Owen, Then William Johnson, later Burston

144 |Joseph Owen . )
architect & Nixon

William Johnson was a Peel Causeway tailor in the 1860s who started a Methodist Mission in Peel
Street, later Peel Road, Hale at number 29; later a chapel was built in Oak Road. When he was an
apprentice in Bollington in the 1820s, he had heard his father hum as he went about his work:

“Those Hale Barns lads, as I've heard say,
They go poaching night and day:
They go in the day to look them out,
They fetch them at night when the watch are about.”

Balshaw's directory of 1858

Balshaw’s directories of 1850 to 1860 and his Stranger’s Guide to Altrincham of 1858 also give a

shapshot of activities in the Peel Causeway area at that time:

Name Occupation

Amery, George Basket maker

Appleton, Elizabeth

Bailey, Mark

Baines, Thomas Gardener

Balshaw, John Altrincham Post Office

Peel Crescent (Spring Road); possibly John Balshaw who ran

Barlow, John

Barlow, Miss

Bateman, Thomas Boarding house

Berry, John & James Grocers

Bourne, Robert & Mary Anne

Farmers, Peel Causeway Farm

Bradbury, Ann

Bradshaw, Mrs Laundress
Brown, William, Samuel, Mary |Grocers

Buck, Thomas Joiner & builder
Burgess, John Hay cutter

Burrows, Mrs

Chear, Elizabeth Bleeder with leeches

Chear, Thomas Hardy Church

Kept 12 donkeys at the back; used to take children to Bowdon

Clarke, John Schoolmaster

Clarke, Richard

Clayton, John Farmer, New Farm

Darbyshire, Jane

Delaney, William Tea dealer
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Evans, Agnes

Laundress

Fitton, Mary Laundress

Foster, John Clockmaker, Willow Bank
Gratrix, James Gardener

Harrison, Ralph Policeman

Holford, John Butcher

Holford, Peter

Holt, Charles

Retired timber merchant & builder

Johnson, William

Tailor

Knowles, Mrs

Krauss, Hannah

Leigh, Zebulon

Farmer, Ollerbarrow Farm (previously T & J Clarke)

Long, Peter Tanner, Rose Cottage
Marsden, Samuel Willow Bank

Medcalf & Chester Milliners

Moult, William Gardener

Platford, John

Renshaw, Mark

Shop at about 118

Rushton, George

Hollybank, Stamford Road, Bowdon

Siddeley, Mr

Surgeon

Sykes, Albert

Willow Bank

Smyth, Charles Stuart

\Venables, Peter

Whittaker, Charles

Beerseller, The Railway Tavern

Whittaker, William Bricklayer
Winfield, Anne

Wood, Hannah Laundress
Wood, William Wheelwright

Wright, John Henry

Beerseller at what became Peel Brewery
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Peel Causeway from the 1901 census

The Local Census for 1901 indicates trades in Peel Causeway, all of which except the brewery had
accommodation over the shop.

No. |Name Occupation Notes
100 |Frank Jackson Cycle manufacturer Started before 1898 at 22 Victoria Roa_d; later
Herbert Jackson who also sold motorbikes
102 |James Sperring Bootmaker
104 |Wilson Crossley |Confectioner
106 |Maud Shaw Milliner Later Weetman
108 |William Rodgers |Fruiterer
110 |Lorenzo Comer |Fishmonger
Lancashire & .
112 Yorkshire Bank Banking
entry Now absorbed into 112
Walter Davies by 1911 (watchmaker) who was
114  |Bella Turnbull Draper later at 20 Victoria Road
116 |James Turner  |Confectioner
118 |John Renshaw |Grocer Later Hale Library
entry To Poplar Grove (the Rabbit Hole)
120 |John Sproston  Butcher Soon afterwards, Lewis's Dairy
122 [Elizabeth Gibbon | airdresser & Later William Whitehead
tobacconist
124 Henry Gibbon Plumber & Henry Gibbon 1898, then Scholes & Weetman
ironmonger 1904, Edward Weetman 1905
entry To Poplar Grove
126 William Coal dealer Here since about 1870 & Brocklehursts still own
Brocklehurst land at the back
11%%/ fﬂafo"”e. Beer retailer Railway Tavern, later took over 126
ainwaring
. John Berry set up the first grocers in Hale in 1855;
132 |William Roberts |Grocer the Railway Tavern absorbed it in the 1930s
134 |John Southern Baker
136 |William Harrison |Chemist Later Robert Toaotill
138 |lsaac Bush Fruiterer Lived at Ashley Heath (1879-1956)
140 |Jane Hallam Stationer Moved to 28 Victoria Road in 1902
142 S.eorge Draper Albert Schofield by 1911
idgeway
144 |Burston & Nixon |Grocers Had stables behind in Spring Road
145 |William Weetman Painter & decorator [From 1899
Brewery |John Siddeley  Brewer
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Peel Causeway in 1951

From local testimony, occupations in Peel Causeway just after World War Il were:

No. Name Occupation Notes
south side
98 Alf Salmon Plumber
entry To Poplar Grove
100 Doug Hartley  |Cycles Lived over the shop for a while
102 Lilian Bayliss Corsetry Lived over the shop
104 Hilda Bates Confectioner Lived over the shop
106 Walker Wool shop
108 \Ij\;ﬁ“esman, Hardy, Shoe shop
110 Weetman Upholsterer
112 Frank Lea Picture frame maker |Later Leech, hair stylist
entry To Poplar Grove, gone
114 ?
116 Mrs Bray Confectioner
118 Dennis Bryan  |Radio shop Previously Combs bikes etc
entry To Poplar Grove
120 Samuel Lewis  |Dairy Lewis's were farmers at Ashley until 1935;
closed 1962
122 Mrs Smedley  |Sweet shop
124 Efevé?r:?an Ironmongers Several generations
wide entry To Poplar Grove
126 William Coal merchant Rear of Railway Inn
Brocklehurst
128/132 |Railway Inn Pub
134 Smith Electrician
136 ? Pram shop
138 Donald Booth | Butcher
140 Frank Barnes  |Newsagent
142 Schofields Hosier/draper
144 Burston & Nixon |Grocers
Spring Rd.
(iﬂr]igfahr:ge Booth Hotel
north side
145 William Decorator Employed 200 painters before the war
Weetman
147 Garners Nurserymen Syd Armsden (motorbikes) from 1955
149 Noel Ogden Lawnmowers Closed 2007
Bath Place
151 Eddie Price Cobbler
153 Swallow Furnisher
155 Syd Armsden  |Motorbikes
157 Ernest Sheldon |French polisher
Brown St.
159 Station master Was 161, Peel Causeway Farm
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Peel Causeway in 1972
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Peel Causeway in 2001

An analysis in 2001 by the author confirmed the gradual loss of small shops and a substantial

increase in restaurants and offices, some absorbing two of the original buildings.

No. Name Occupation fShop Notes
ronts
south side
106/108 |Hale Wine Bar Restaurant 2
110 Porcupine Stripped pine furniture 1
112/114 Restaurant 2 |New
116 The Bose Centre Sound solutions 1
118 Lee Richfield Ltd Recruitment 1
118a  [Coffey Property repairer 0 |Back of 118
entry To Poplar Grove
120a  |Adam Black Upholsterer 0 |Back of 120
120/124 Weetmans Hardware 3 |Alan Gibbons from 1968
wide entry To Poplar Grove
126 (GBr;ecrl](IS:l:?S[eowns) Garage 0 |Back of Railway Inn
128/132 |Railway Inn Pub 3
134 Baranda Restaurant 1
136 Hale Newsagents Newsagent 1
138 Great Sun Food takeaway 1
140 Milton Firman Solicitors 1
142/144 |Pizza Express Restaurant 2
north side
145a | Beauchamp Charles Accountants 1
147 BOA Hairdressers 1
149 Fred's Delicatessen 1 |now empty
151 Danilos Restaurant 1
153 Porters Nail bar 1
155  |Clarkes Art shop 1
157 Waterford Framing Picture framing 1
Station Vets Vet 0
House
Conclusions

In 1851 six trades and no shops were listed and in 1861 two trades, one shop, and one pub.
Balshaw in 1858 lists 23 trades and six shops. In 1901 the number of trades was ten and there
were now 13 shops with only modest changes by 1951 to 11 trades and 18 shops. However by
2001 all the trades had vanished, the shops had reduced to 8 and 10 food outlets had appeared,
some taking up two shop fronts. A general conclusion from all of the analyses is that there was a
rapid increase in the number of shops in Peel Causeway in the late Victorian era at the expense of
trades. The shops themselves are now in decline and are being replaced by restaurants (and
offices down Poplar Grove).
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BOOK 3: ALTRINCHAM AREA VIRTUAL TOURS

The OId Town Hall, Old Market Place, Altrincham
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Altrincham Boundary Walk & Map

This article was written in 2014 and is mainly a snapshot of that time.

The Origins of the Altrincham Boundary Walk

Parish boundaries sometimes go
back to Saxon times and it may still
be possible to trace the enormous
Bowdon Parish boundary, which
covered about 30 square miles
between Ashley in the south and the
Mersey in the north. The Altrincham
boundary however is much younger
and probably dates from the 13th
century. A Royal Charter was sealed
by Edward | in 1290 and was
followed by Hamo de Masci V’s own
Borough Charter, which created
Altrincham as a market borough.

Navigation
Rpad Station

Altrincham \
Station *,

The Beating of the Bounds by the
Court Leet has been going on since
then and has continued with breaks.
The beating was carried out to define
Altrincham’s boundary before
accurate maps were drawn and to
check on any illegal alterations to

(1) peoy sjesebiei s

fences. Beating took place by hitting BOWDON stamfordR‘-’ Hale (6)
boundary markers or meres with

willow twigs but only one original /\
marker remains. However, wall

markers such as ‘D/A indicating the Dunham/Altrincham boundary and ‘A/H’ indicating the
Altrincham/Hale boundary still exist. The Bowdon section defines the old boundary between
Dunham and Altrincham, which existed until 1920 when a large area of Dunham was transferred to
Altrincham to allow its expansion into Oldfield Brow. In 1920 the beating of the bounds was
transferred to the new boundary briefly and a photographic record made.

The beating custom was ended in 1921 but beating of the original boundary was revived in 1974
and takes place on the second Sunday in July. Fourteen new marker plaques were erected but
many have vanished. However, small square red concrete flags were set in the pavement in 1984
along all of the town part of the route are an excellent guide. The Boundary Walk is described from
the official starting point at 1 Higher Downs, Bowdon but it can be joined anywhere (such as Hale
Station or Broadheath) and done in sections.

The walk follows a clockwise route around Altrincham from Higher Downs, along St. Margaret’s
Road, to Oldfield Brow, along the line of the Roman road to Broadheath, to Timperley, Stamford
Park, Hale Station, and back to Higher Downs. If the boundary is walked, it is eight miles and will
take about five hours with a break. Boots will be necessary for some parts in wet weather and the
walk is best undertaken in good weather.
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The narrative below is based on one produced by Dr Don Bayliss as the Charter Walk and
published by Trafford Leisure Services, together with the Altrincham Court Leet guide, notes for
walk visitors by Chris Hill, with additions from Bernard Champness on the Broadheath industrial
Estate.

The modern names of roads and places are used generally, with any earlier ones given. The
number after a street name in a paragraph title refers to the number on the map. A highlighted
Surname refers to a brief biography in this website. Bold Italics indicates changed walking
directions.

Higher Downs (start)

Higher Downs was originally the upper part of
The Downs.

Start at 1 Higher Downs where there is a
boundary stone of about 1840 in the garden
wall marking the Altrincham/Dunham Massey
boundary, with a benchmark over it. There is
also a green plaque on the wall of the house
placed by the Court Leet.. This is probably on
the line of a minor Roman road to Ringway
past the present St. Margaret’s Church to Two
Gates in Oldfield Brow, and the boundary
probably originally followed this line exactly.

ALnen Al

W LT
1,

U

Hugh Wallis, who was a leading figure in the The listed Altrincham/Dunham Massey
Northern Art Workers Guild and the Red Rose  boundary stone with a benchmark above it.
Guild, had a large house and studio across The

Downs where the 1960s houses are at number 80, to the right of the Victorian pillar-box.

By i 1

Take Woodville Road towards Bentinck Road.

St. Anne's Home was on the left, now St. Anne's Gardens, and is covered in the Altrincham Walk.
Woodville House, the large red brick Jacobean style building on the right, was the 1908 manual
telephone exchange and a red telephone box has been retained to remind us. On the right just
after it is The Narrows and on the left Bowdon Road, both of which form part of an ancient burying
way from Old Market Place, Altrincham to Bowdon Church which continues along The Firs. The
latter was known as Burying Lane along which the parish hearse would be drawn. In about 1800
there were still stiles to negotiate, later converted to stumps, at The Narrows as the cortege left
Altrincham Town to cross the fields to Bowdon Church for burial. There is a benchmark on the
corner of Bowdon Road.

The house Calabar on the right just after The Narrows may be partly 17th century. Downs Cottage
on the left is listed and contains a 16th century staircase which originally led to the to the Stamford
Gallery in Bowdon Old Church. Note the old coach houses tucked away down a track on the left.
The area to the right of Woodville Road down to Broadheath was a large medieval open field.

The boundary actually drops down Bentinck Road and curves across to St. Margaret’s Church and
the snicket just after to Groby Road is probably a replacement for the original boundary route.
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However, bear left then right into St. Margaret’s Road.

There is a benchmark at the top of Groby Road.

St. Margaret's Road (1)

St. Margaret's Road was originally called Turf Lane and is thought to be part of a minor Roman
road to Ringway. John Ireland, the composer, was born in 1879 at Inglewood (built 1870),
opposite and to the left of Woodville Road, where he lived until 1893. There is a plaque on the
gate. Haigh Lawn to its right was an auxiliary hospital during the last war.

Towards the end of St. Margaret’s Road there
is a Victorian pillar-box on the left followed by
the 1921 War Memorial, which was originally
on the Dunham Road opposite to the church.

St. Margaret’s Church ahead on the Dunham
Road in an area known as Highgate, was built
in 1855 from brick-sized Yorkshire stone and is
listed. It was commissioned in this prominent
position by Lord Stamford to rival St Mary’s
Bowdon, before there was any housing in the
area. The church and the road are named
after Lord Stamford’s sister Margaret and Lord
Stamford had the road moved, straightened
and widened to give the view of the church. It
is likely that the original Turf Lane was in line
with Gorsey Lane. The church had a 100 foot
spire that was taken down in 1927 because it
was unsafe, possibly due to traffic. Dr Hewlett
Johnson was the curate from 1905 and then
vicar from 1908 to 1924. He became Dean of
Manchester, then Dean of Canterbury, and was
known as The Red Dean because of his left-
wing views. The church spent £500,000 on the
tower and other areas in 2003/4.

Park Farm, Gorsey Lane, Altrincham.

The boundary goes between the church and the

vicarage to its right and there is a marker near the gate of the new vicarage. It has been said that
the boundary used to go through the vicar’s study in the old vicarage but maps show it going
through the grounds. The Court Leet used to have sherry with the vicar during their boundary walk

The Court Leet walk goes down Gorsey Lane opposite and turns right into Booth Road, Wainwright
Road and The Close. Two houses in The Close have built into their deeds the right of the Court
Leet to go across their property and they hold a key to allow access. The walk emerges on
Oldfield Road where there is a small boundary plaque. However the following route to ‘Two Gates’
is shorter and more interesting.

Go on down Gorsey Lane to the left of the church to Oldfield Road.

There are Dunham/Altrincham boundary markers in the form ‘D/A both in Booth Road and Grey

88



Road, put there at the insistence of Lord Stamford. At Booth Road is Park Farm where a local
farmer Andrew Curtis Sparkes lived.

Oldfield Brow (2)

Two Gates, earlier Two Yates, where Thomas
Boswell stayed several times and Rommel’s
chauffeur lived in a converted outbuilding after
the war, is on the line of the Roman road,
which then continues down the track opposite
towards Broadheath. The boundary however

crosses this track and makes to the left of the "t!b{;" s '
Linotype building and crosses the canal, e
before bearing east to join up with the Roman 1 - _1

road.

Take the track opposite to Gorsey Lane
across to Norman Road.

Here we traverse the line of the Roman road [wo Gates in Oldfield Brow, on the line of the

from Chester to Manchester. The North Cestrian Roman road.
Grammar School dug here in 1964 and proved
the existence of the road. The school uses the
land for their sports ground, originally the
cricket ground for Luke & Spencer who
produced abrasive wheels. Before that
Clibrans Nurseries used the land on both sides
of the path from the 1870s. STAG undertook a
further dig in 2003 and found masses of slightly
imperfect abrasive wheels. In 1995/96 the road
was excavated in Broadheath by the University
of Manchester Archaeological Unit who found
local evidence of Bronze Age occupation
underneath from pollen. At the end of the track
Norman Road turns left over the canal, which
cuts through the boundary and through the
ancient field system. The 1833 Warehouse & the Budenberg Haus
Project looking west on the Bridgewater Canal.
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Broadheath (3)

Turn right along Norman Road to the Manchester Road.

In 1885 an American engineer, George Richards, opened a factory in Broadheath on what was to
become one of the first industrial estates in the world. Good transport was available on the
Bridgewater Canal and by road to Manchester. The Broadheath industries began to evolve as the
first in the world, pre-dating Trafford Park by 10 years, which is usually described as the first but
was post-1896. Later every major works here had its own rail link. Famous names (mainly
engineering) included Budenbergs (pressure gauges), Churchills (precision grinding), Kearns
(machine tools), Linotype (typesetting machinery), Luke & Spencer (abrasive wheels), Tilghmans
(shot-blasting machinery), Thornton-Pickard (cameras), Record Electrical (electrical measuring
equipment), and George Richards (very large machine tools).

The old Linotype Works (1897), offices grade ll listed, is on the left and is now occupied by several
businesses including Altrincham Glass. The Linotype was originally established in Hulme Street,
Manchester in 1896 but moved to Broadheath in 1897. It supplied the world with typesetting
machines to the early 1980s until replaced by computer typesetting. The clock in the tower was
rung three times to summon employees to work. The major road, which originally went directly into
the estate, is called Lady Kelvin Way in honour of Lord Kelvin who worked with Linotype in his later
years. Other roads on the estate are named after directors.

Andrew Curtis Sparkes a local farmer whose Park Farm was on Gorsey Lane and whose fields ran
down to the canal, sold land to the Linotype and Budenbergs. In 1905 he blockaded the Linotype
to try to prevent further expansion of the estate. He dug a trench and parked wagons across the
track used by the Linotype to move machines out to the Manchester Road. Linotype took him to
High Court and won. He was the chairman of the National Farmers’ Union Insurance. His
grandson, Dr. Curtis Albert Sparkes eventually became the Technical Director of Kearns and
lived at Two Gates on Oldfield Road. Kearns were just beyond the canal on Atlantic Street and
specialised in very large precision horizontal boring machines with a machine shop with a 20-foot
thick concrete floor. All of these precision engineers used to work by the train timetable and stop
work as a train passed through.

Budenbergs

After Linotype are the remains of Budenbergs
(1914) who were world leaders in the design
and manufacture of pressure gauges. They
were capable of grinding to 5 millions of an
inch. The clock tower incorporated a 32-foot
column of mercury used to calibrate their
calibration test gauges. The gauges are fully
documented and can still be found all over the
world on static and mobile engines such as
ships and submarines. The Budenberg family
ran the firm for four generations and came from
Magdeberg, Germany originally.  The firm

moved to Salford and the site was developed
as apartments in 2004/5. Budenbergs listed offices with its clock tower

after the chimney was demolished, being
Weldon Road and Lawrence Road on the right converted to apartments.
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were part of a gated model village built from 1907 for Linotype company employees and which
included sports grounds.

At Manchester Road turn left, go over the bridge and cross Atlantic Street.
Numbers 139/141 Manchester Road are listed.

The Bridgewater Canal was opened in 1763 to transport coal from Worsley to Manchester and
extended to Altrincham and Lymm in 1765. James Brindley planned the canal in 1761 with Francis
Edgerton, Duke of Bridgewater and the Countess of Stamford. The Countess insisted that the
initially proposed route be changed to skirt the Dunham Estate. The canal carried stone, slates,
marl, lime, wool, cotton, cloth, coal, corn, cheese, fruit and vegetables to Manchester, and night
soil (the latter free of tax) was brought from Manchester and unloaded at Sale, Dunham and
Timperley to fertilise market gardens. Cheshire farmers and landowners were allowed to transport
cheese, grain and stone free of tolls. The canal was extended to Runcorn by 1775 and was used
to import goods from the Mersey estuary to Manchester. Cotton was unloaded here for Greg’s Mill
at Styal.

On the left is the rest of the Broadheath Industrial Estate where about 12,000 were employed in
various often-interrelated engineering industries in 1960 and had been the best in the world. The
machine tool industry in Broadheath was still making big profits in the late 1950s but went downhill
in the 1960s and many were making big losses by 1970. Most had gone by the mid 1970s, to be
replaced by retail outlets. The causes of the collapse include failing to modernise, failing to work
with universities, failing to train sufficient skilled engineers, inflation, and over-burdensome
accounting methods. Italians, Germans and then the Japanese took over the machine tool
industry in succession.

On the left is the site of Luke & Spencers who made abrasive wheels, which can be found buried
around the area. The building on the opposite corner of Atlantic Street was a Cunliffe Brooks bank.

Atlantic Street was named after Atlantic Works where George Richards had traded in Philadelphia
in the 1860s and 70s as Richards, London & Kelley, producing large-scale woodworking
machinery, and who set up George Richards in 1884, initially producing woodworking machinery.
Ben Tilghman also came from Philadelphia where his firm had developed sandblasting techniques
in 1870, said to have been developed after seeing wind-blown sand cleaning window glass.
Charles Churchill also came from the States.

Just past George Richard’s Way is the listed Railway Inn and the Cheshire Cheese, then
Sinderland Road. The boundary goes another 400 yards down Manchester Road past the listed
St. Alban’s Church, under the 1873 Timperley to Warrington line, past South Trafford College to
Timperley Brook. It then back-tracks along Timperley Brook on the east side of the Manchester
Road and follows the brook to Hale. We will follow a more practical route to cross the canal and
railway later.

Davenport Lane
At Sinderland Road turn sharp left down Davenport Lane and follow this diagonal line
across the Homebase car park.

The boundary approximately followed the Roman road from Oldfield Brow to Broadheath and
became disused in the 13th century. We are now going southwest towards Chester down the
boundary and on the line of the Roman road which bypassed Altrincham. The University of
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Manchester Archaeological Unit excavated here in 1995/6. There is a modern boundary marker on
the corner shop where the Roman road rejoins the Manchester Road. Behind Davenport Lane is
Huxley Street where on 25 October 1941 eight people were killed by two parachute mines.

The Broadheath Retail Park and much of the car park is on the site of George Richards, which was
established in 1885 to build very large machine tools. Vast vertical boring mills, 35 feet in diameter
were a specialty and were used to manufacture propellers for the Queen Elizabeth, Queen Mary,
gun turrets for battleships, etc. Tilghmans, who produced shot-blasting equipment, was at the west
end.

Pizza Hut is on the site of Thornton-Pickard, the camera firm who invented the roller-blind (or focal
plane) shutter. Duke’s Cottages, created from the former Altrincham Workhouse, were named
after the Duke of Bridgewater, and were between Thornton-Pickard and the Manchester Road
shops. The workhouse was built in 1756 on 10 acres of land donated by George Booth, the 2™
Earl of Warrington to the trustees of the workhouse to enable it to be self sufficient. It originally
produced woollen yarns and worsted cloth and had nine looms in 1824.

The Atlantic Timber buildings at the crossroads incorporate a barn from a farm which was on the
sub-station site ahead, the site of the first Altrincham Power Station built by Manchester Ediswan
Co. of Broadheath in 1894 and fed by coal from the canal wharves nearby.

Cross Atlantic Street and after the substation go down to the canal ; then turn left along the
the Bridgewater Canal.

The canal was the main force behind the later 18th and early 19th century growth of Altrincham but
it declined from 1849 with the coming of the Manchester South Junction and Altrincham Railway.

On the right the listed offices of the Linotype can be seen with Linotype houses beyond. After that
is the redevelopment of the Budenberg site with Budenburg Haus hanging over the canal, with the
listed offices at the back incorporated. Next door is an 1833 grain warehouse known as the Bridge
Works, later a flourmill. Canal boats went in under the arch and cranes unloaded goods into the
warehouse for distribution by horse and wagon. The wharf of the south bank was used as a coal
yard till about 1980. Along here 1852 was a lime-kiln, processing limestone from Buxton into
quicklime by burning, essential for cleansing privys and the tanning industry, and slaking for
whitewash and mortar.

The setts under the bridge have ribs which
enabled the horses to get a better grip. Just to
the east of the bridge are the filled-in concrete
steps which allowed horses to be rescued after
falling in the canal.

Fast passenger transport was developed on
the canal from 1767 when it took an hour to get
to Manchester from Broadheath. There were
three boats a day each way. Passengers §
alighted on the right where the Old Packet ==t

Eouse is, which is thg 1767 packet (parcel) The Old Packet House pub
ouse/commuter terminal, the oldest canal (Altrincham Area Image
warehouse in the world, demolished in 2023.
The unloading area still exists in the basement
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of the hire shop and the building originally had three storeys. The Sea Cadets building just beyond
on the left is on the site of the canal stables.

In 1851 St. George’s Church started a floating mission church here and it was still in use in 1871.

Broadheath Bridge

Leave the canal just after the Sea Scouts building and turn left over the bridge to stand on
Broadheath Bridge.

The bridge was originally built over the canal in 1765 as a very narrow bridge but it was widened in
1830, 1907, 1935 and 1988. The plaque on the bridge tells its history and was cast by Hugh
Wallis. There is a trig point at the Navigation Road end of the bridge.

Turn left down Navigation Road and on a mile to the railway crossings.

The Old Packet House pub on the left dates from the construction of the canal and the buildings to
its left are where goods were unloaded. The Navigation Inn opposite was built in 1801. The road
was originally called Stamford Road which continued to Altrincham as the present Grosvenor
Road. The Rigby Memorial School was where Trafalgar House now is on the right. The school
formed a football club in 1891 which became the Altrincham Association Football Club in 1903.
Perhaps they played on Navigation Road Recreation Ground further along on the left. Jock
McAvoy (Joe Bamford), the 1930s champion boxer, lived just past here at a shop when young.

The railway was built in 1849 and Navigation Station in 1931. Until the 1960s there was an 18th
century farm just northeast of the crossings.

Timperley (4)

Go over Navigation Road railway crossings into Wellington Road to the bridge over
Timperley Brook.

Timperley Brook flows out of Ringway and Hale Moss and in part is the ancient
Altrincham/Timperley boundary. There is a Court Leet plaque near here.

Turn right into Woodlands Parkway along to Stockport Road.

The railway crossing was known as Barlow’s Crossing in the 19th century after a local landowner.
Woodlands Parkway is the western edge of a former estate which Brooks the banker had intended
to build. He laid out what is now Woodlands Parkway and Wellington Road as the main estate
roads but only built about ten houses before he died. The Woodlands Hotel was at the northern
end of the parkway was developed from two of these hous